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SOS ART annual art show and event of sociopolitical expressions for peace and justice was held 
for the nineth consecutive year at the Art Academy of Cincinnati, downtown Cincinnati, from May 27 to 
June 5, 2011.

This year again hundreds of visual artists, poets, musicians and performers added their voice to the 
event. The art show included like in previous years artworks by individual artists as well as by members 
of various local groups and by children, all grades, from local schools and after-school programs. The 
children's added voices broadened the dialogue and in many instances pointed to the immediacy and 
poignancy of the problems our society faces. Through the children, schools and parents became part of 
SOS ART.

The issues addressed by artists this year were quite broad covering all aspects of peace and social 
justice; most were statements about our society, our city, our world, and how to make them better.

Again in 2011, SOS ART achieved its goals not only by 
giving artists a venue to express themselves and be 
heard, but also by providing them and the viewers an
opportunity to exchange, challenge, educate, strength-
en their own voices, and break their isolation by building 
a community of sharing and trusting individuals. 

The SOS ART event started by introductory remarks on 
the role of art towards fostering peace and social justice 
by Hans Schellhas, artist and art teacher at Northern 
Kentucky University, and included during the 10 day-
event movies, performances, poetry readings, panel 
discussions, etc., all geared towards peace and justice, 
to what hinders them, and also to what promotes them.

The art show and the event keep growing every year 
with more viewers, more participating artists bridging 
various art expressions, and more media exposure. We 
hope that SOS ART 2012, scheduled for June 2012, will 
continue to build on this solid basis and that its mes-
sages of peace, justice, love and tolerance will again 
prevail and will become part of Cincinnati’s daily life.

Sincere thanks to everyone who directly or indirectly 
contributed to its success and to the dissemination of its 

messages. Special thanks to Jack Hennen and Bill Howes who were instrumental in planning the event 
and installing the show; to Karen George and Jerry Judge who graciously facilitated the poetry read-
ings; and to all the participating artists, performers, panelists...

Hope to see everyone again at SOS ART 2012. Until then, please keep the messages of peace and 
social justice loud and alive.

With gratitude,

Saad Ghosn, SOS ART organizer
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PERFORMERS

Tim Stegmaier: “SOS (Save Our Soul)”, spoken word
Robert Spahr: “Six October Days”, computerized 
poetry 
Ian Forsgren: “Rain”, solo dance 
Diane Germaine and Kari Olson: “Everything must 
change”, play 
Tadashi Kato: “Beyond Intolerance”, solo dance

Art Gallery Hours:

Tuesday - Thursday: 9am - 6pm 
Friday and Saturday: 9am - 12am
Sunday: 12pm - 6pm

SOS ART 2011: 
Program of Events

Friday May 27

6pm: Opening of the Art show
7pm:  Introductory notes by Hans
 Schellhas, Artist and Professor, NKU;
 followed by Gallery Walk/Artists Talk
9pm:  Potluck Reception and Music
 Entertainment with Terry Petersen,
 Vanessa Arrington, the “Lastboppers”

Saturday May 28

7pm:  Poetry reading facilitated by Karen
 George, poet
9pm:  Performances for Peace and Justice:
 “SOS (Save Our Soul)”: spoken word
 performance by Tim Stegmaier 
 “Six October Days”: computerized 
 poetry of Rush Limbaugh’s talks, by
 Robert Spahr 
 “Rain”: antiwar dance by Ian Forsgren;
 choreography by Diane Germaine
 "Everything must change": play with
 Diane Germaine and Kari Olson
 "Flight, Fight, Freeze: the Power of
 Instinct” and “Flight, Fight, Freeze:
 Instincts for Healthy Living”: movies of
 dances, choreography by Fanchon Shur 

Sunday May 29

3pm: “Teaching and Using Art for Peace
 and Justice”, panel dicussion faciltated
 by Mary Donaldson, Cincinnati
 Enquirer, with panelists: Lauri Aultman,
 CRC; Cedric Cox, Artist and Art
 Teacher; Emily Holtrop, Cincinnati Art
 Museum; Dugan Meyer, Public Allies;
 Nick Paddock, Visionaries and Voices;
 Steve  Sunderland, Peace Village.

Saturday June 4

7pm:  Poetry reading facilitated by Jerry
 Judge, poet
9pm:  Songs for peace and justice by Paulette
 Meier, Lessonsongs 
9:30pm: "Beyond Intolerance", solo dance by
 Tadashi Kato, Japanese dancer/choreo-
 grapher

Sunday June 5

3pm:  Movie: “Wal-Mart: the High Cost of Low
 Price”
4:45pm: Artists discussion; closing reception

3
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Andrew AU
rotor242@gmail.com

“My prints are part of a larger series 
that involves the concepts of compet-
ing ideas as living creatures. In the 
US there is an invented controversy 
surrounding intelligent design as an 
alternative theory to evolution. My 
series catalogs specimens that repre-
sent the different arguments as a way 
to conceptualize the survival of the fit-
test in contemporary thought.” 

Born in Chicago in 1972, Andrew Au was influ-
enced from an early age by science fiction, reli-
gion, and art. He teaches foundation studies at 
Miami University at Middletown and maintains a 
studio with his wife in Cincinnati. 

Binarians Series: OO-CDp                                 
2 color etching + silkscreen; 23”x23” 
 
Binarians Series: D:LCI-C/F:nncp                    
etching + silkscreen; 24”x18” 
  

Farron ALLEN
farron.allen@uc.edu

"'Party Of' deals with the Republican 
party and its unwillingness to work 
for the improvement of our country. 
Our way, or No way. 'Hammered into 
Form' states that we are required to 
live within boundaries set by govern-
ment and laws; given rules set for 
profit; and that without wealth we do 
not matter. The hand in 'Reaching 
Out' is covered with nails and dis-
played on a heavy tall structure that 
contains a chain; it reaches out but 
is weighted down by the structure."  

After earning a Bachelor's degree in social 
work(1979) and a BFA in sculpture and graph-
ic design (1988) from West Virginia University, 
Morgantown, Farron Allen received in 1990 
a MFA in sculpture from UC. He currently 
teaches sculpture foundry at UC.

Reaching Out (also shown detail) 
bronze and steel; 48"x24"x16"

Hammered into Form (also shown detail) 
bronze and steel; 48"x24"x16"

Party Of    
cast bronze; 84"x8"



Lauri AULTMAN
lapeaceart@gmail.com

“I wish the peace sign was really 
a sign of what is happening these 
days; unfortunately the current real-
ity in the world is war and hatred. 
Each of the buttons making my 
peace sign represents a prayer 
for my students at Winton Hills 
Recreation Center. Our daily use of 
cell phones in America affects the 
women in Congo where the miner-
als needed for the electronics are 
mined. I can’t help feeling like a 
sellout each time I use my phone.”

Lauri Aultman has been creating art since 
she was a young child. Since 2006, she has 
been involved—as an artist and with her 
students -- in SOS Art. She has also been 
part of HeArt of the Sudan to raise money 
for The Sudan Project in Darfur. Lauri is a 
Community Center Director and art teacher 
at the Winton Hills Recreation Center. 

Cell Out/Healing Mandala  
mixed media; 35”x16” (2 pieces)

Wishful Sign of the Times  
mixed media; 8”x8”

Kevin BARBRO
barbrokw@netscape.net; 
www.kevinbarbro.com

“My work is part of a long-term ongo-
ing project, which examines the 
impacts of various social and political 
systems upon groups and individuals. 
This has included war, environmen-
tal destruction, surveillance, class 
issues, and the evaluation of hierar-
chies and systems of control.” 

Kevin Barbro, born and raised in Ohio, attend-
ed UC where he received a BFA and a certifi-
cate in International Human Rights. He com-
pleted his MFA from the University of Arizona 
and currently lives and works in Tucson, AZ. 
His studies of political and social structures 
inform his work. His paintings, drawings, and 
installations have been shown nationally. 

Falling 2011   
charcoal and collage; 24”x18”
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Gil BORN
gcborn@cicni.rr.com 

“My piece commissioned by Elizabeth 
J. Farians, PhD, educator, animal 
rights advocate and social justice 
scholar for over 60 years, represents 
animals escaping the ravages of 
flooding.” 
  
Gilbert Born: Free Lance Artist; Retired 
Professor of Industrial Design at UC.

The Promise Gen. 9:8 – 16  
oil and mixed media on canvas; 22”x28”
 

Monique BRENT
moniquebrent@hotmail.com; 
www.modesignsart.com

“My paintings are meant to encour-
age, promote peace/security. ‘Let 
It Shine’ pertains to the use of a 
positive atmosphere, words, sight, 
to encourage our youth, not to put 
them down; ‘A Real Man’ to encour-
aging and thanking positive role 
models in our lives.”

Monique Brent, a contemporary artist, grad-
uated from UC majoring in digital design; her 
real love, however, is painting. Monique likes 
to use subjects and mediums to reflect her 
passions. 

Let It Shine   
acrylic; 24”x48”

A Real Man   
acrylic; 40”x40”



Deb BROD
debrod@fuse.net

“’Yangtze Lace Mandala, Top Right 
Quarter’ is from a series of memori-
als to China’s Yangtze River dol-
phin, the passenger pigeon (last 
one died in Cincinnati in 1914), and 
all extinct animals. Multiple figures 
intertwine to form a lace-like lament 
for those lost.”

Deb Brod has an MFA in painting from 
UC and a BA from Oberlin College, the 
Sorbonne (Paris, France) and UC. Her multi-
media artwork has been exhibited regionally 
and nationally, including at the Cincinnati 
Contemporary Arts Center’s UnMuseum. 
Deb has always been interested in other 
ways of life and cultures. She has lived in 
France and England, and has traveled in 
Europe, Israel, Russia, Mexico, Canada, 
Dominica, Sri Lanka, and India.
 
Yangtze Lace Mandala, Top Right Quarter  
laser-cut rubber from drawings, photos; plexiglass; 
25”x24”
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Carmen BOWEN BUSH 
carmenb@fuse.net 

“When we accept the Creator 
which is the Spirit, for it is the Spirit 
that gives us Life, US which is the 
Creature.”

Carmen Bowen Bush’s work is the reflection 
of life and death; for if you do not know Him, 
you are Death; seek Life.

Creator 
acrylic; 48”x36”

Creature 
mixed media sculpture; 40”x27”



Jeff CASTO
jeff.casto@cincinnatilibrary.org

“We live in an increasingly vitriolic 
age of biased information and sen-
sationalistic media news coverage.  
How advanced are we as a civiliza-
tion if objectivity in the media is to 
remain elusive?”  

Jeff Casto has participated in every SOS 
Art show since its inception in 2003. He 
has a BFA(1987) from the Art Academy of 
Cincinnati and an MFA from UC(1989). Jeff 
has been exhibiting his art for over 25 years 
in the Midwest and New York. It is often 
a humorous mix of the personal and the 
sociopolitical, fusing painting and sculpture 
in mixed media wall reliefs. It is in several 
private and corporate collections. 

The Portal to Propaganda (also shown details) 
mixed media construction; 24”x39”x9“

Catherine R. CHIARA
catherine@cchiara.com; 
www.squaredtodeath.com

“As the bags I create get larger 
they become non-utilitarian as 
containers due to the fragility of 
the gesso and oil paint. I find 
them representational of the bag-
gage people carry with them. 
Whereas socio-political issues 
can seem to be less beyond our 
control, a lot of the baggage one 
carries around is created by one’s 
own doing.”

Catherine Chiara’s desire to develop 
her own style of art began in 1994 while 
attending Orange Coast College in Costa 
Mesa, CA. She became aware of her abil-
ity to paint and left school to become her 
own teacher, first using acrylic paint then 
oil. She recently exhibited at ArtExpo in 
New York City. Catherine is also a crafts-
woman and musician. 

Baggage     
mixed media on canvas; 26”x20”x5”

More Baggage    
mixed media on canvas; 26”x20”x5”
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Suzanne Michele CHOUTEAU 
chouteau@xavier.edu 

“’Twin Leaf (Seedlings)’ is from my 
“Generation” series addressing the 
connectedness and dependence of 
human life on other life forms like 
plants and water. The Twin Leaf 
connects the babies afloat in a pool 
of water like seedlings ready for 
germination.”

Suzanne Michele Chouteau, Professor and 
Chair of the Xavier University Department 
of Art, teaches printmaking, art history, and 
drawing. She received her BA in Art from 
Saint Ambrose University in Davenport, 
Iowa, her MA and MFA in Printmaking from 
The University of Iowa. Her artworks have 
been shown nationally and internationally. 
Suzanne is married to Chris Bedel, Director 
of the Cincinnati Museum Center's Edge 
of Appalachia Preserve in Adams County, 
Ohio, where they live with their son, Elijah 
Bird Bedel.

Twin Leaf (Seedlings)    
multi-plate color woodcut; 18”x24” 
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Halena CLINE 
halenacline@hotmail.com; 
www.halenacline.com 

“My paintings portray the “Signs of 
the Times” that we are presently 
living in. Although the term is usu-
ally referred to as biblical, in this 
instance the references are more 
worldly and symbolic. Cassandra 
was the voice of warning to the 
Trojans that was not heeded. That 
is what we represent today as art-
ists in this exhibit. Let's hope our 
voices are heard.” 
 
Halena Cline is a visual artist who works in 
Cincinnati at her studio in the Pendleton art 
center.
 
Cassandra    
watercolor and ink; 22”x30”

Merging Spheres   
watercolor and ink; 22”x30”
 



Lisa HUEIL CONNER
lhueilc@hotmail.com; 
www.lhcpottery.com        
 
“There is a special connection 
between a grandmother and grand-
daughter. This familial relationship 
is so precious. An active and eas-
ily excitable child can be over-
whelming for any adult especially 
an aging grandmother. This work 
depicts that moment of calm, of 
peace and contentment between 
two unique persons who have that 
special bond of love.”

Lisa Hueil Conner is a lifetime resident of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and a Fine Arts graduate 
of Xavier University (Edgecliff College). She 
has been teaching 3 to 6 year olds for the 
past 25 years in a Montessori classroom 
while pursuing a career in clay. Lisa is a 
member of the Cincinnati Clay Alliance and 
participates in several shows in the Tri-State 
area each year.

A Precious Moment   
porcelain; 3"x12"x8”
 

Rachel COOK 
Thomas REESE 
clifton@cincinnati-oh.gov

“Each face is unique but similar. 
Being treated the same way may 
never happen to two faces that look 
too similar. Equality, Justice and 
Fairness are not synonymous.”

Half Moon Productions is a continuous col-
laboration between Rachel Cook & Thomas 
Reese using creative energies to explore 
visual arts, video, puppetry and theatre, 
poetry. Experiences in various art forms 
lead to different spontaneous combustions 
of expression. Improvisation, installations, 
video works and live performances are 
among the journeys.

Turn the Page (also shown detail)  
mixed media sculptural book; 18”x24”x36”
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Kris Allen COURTNEY
kriscourtney@yahoo.com; 
www.kriscourtney.com
  
“ACT is an expression of unified 
or a desperate moment of Identity 
to a value that appears in our 
life. If one’s opinion and view are 
engaged, then the dialogue of the 
painting questions one’s identity…”

American Artist Kris Courtney’s collection 
of artwork ranges from the uncomplicated 
still life, dramatic spiritual impression, zest-
ful animal and landscape depictions to 
the inspiring and provocative nude. In the 
termed Genre of Primitive Literalism, the 
paint escapes the canvas into the viewer’s 
realm to offer a glimpse of unique colorful 
expression. What is left is for the viewer to 
decide…

ACT   
oil on board; 20”x16”

Holland DAVIDSON
hollanddavidson@cinci.rr.com

“In the middle of this road we call 
our life/I found myself in a dark 
wood/With no clear path through.” 
Dante Alighieri (Divine Comedy, 
"Inferno")
 
Holland Davidson lives and works in 
Cincinnati, and has been part of SOS Art 
since it began in 2003. Her artwork is in 
many collections here and abroad, and 
is included in the permanent collection of 
the Cincinnati Art Museum. Holland is a 
graduate of the College of Fine arts at the 
University of South Florida.
 
Exploratory Operation   
mixed media on canvas and paper; 22"x28”
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Wendy DESROCHERS
wsmdesrochers@yahoo.com

“I worked on my collage of radio 
imagery drawn from popular 
magazines from the 20’s to 60’s 
for 8 years now! It's a love poem 
to the magical voices and songs 
that changed my life and so many 
others. I'm sorry to see Radio ail-
ing… unimportant or irrelevant to 
so many people. We'll never be as 
unified again.”                 

Wendy DesRochers is a 41 years old, high 
school dropout from Cincinnati. She has an 
11 year old son and sells books for a living. 
She wishes the world was like it is in chil-
dren's books! Wendy has been making art 
forever but only recently started showing it 
to others. 

Radio  
mixed media collage; 24"x36”

                                                           

Scott DONALDSON
sdonaldson@fuse.net
 
“I’d like to commemorate Elizabeth Taylor 
as the first person to use her fame and 
fortune to bring awareness of the AIDS 
epidemic and its devastating effect at a 
time when the sickness was portrayed 
as a justly deserved retribution by God 
against gays. John Brown was a radical 
abolitionist whose hatred of slavery and 
own interpretation of the Bible allowed 
him to take the Law into his own hands 
and go to war with the US government.”   

After going freelance in museum exhibit and theater 
design Scott Donaldson is now able to concen-
trate on his art, working on portrait and large scale 
mural painting, thanks to  the help and sponsor-
ship of ArtWorks. Scott is a past recipient of a City 
of Cincinnati individual Artist Grant that resulted 
in works celebrating stories of the Underground 
Railroad.

Elizabeth Taylor                                               
acrylic on canvas; 30”x30” 

On America’s Fringe: John Brown                   
acrylic on canvas; 30”x24” 
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Albert Jr. A. (Andy) FAUSZ 
aaf1@zoomtown.com

“So Many people stretch thin and 
ignore the love message the Lord 
has given us. Lets work together to 
become more than hollow shells, to 
rebuild and restore our world and 
fill our souls with meaningful con-
versations, love and hope.”       

Albert A. Fausz Jr. received his BFA degree 
from NKU, 2010. He has taught art at the 
Frank Duvenneck Arts and Cultural Center 
in Covington, KY, and in the Summer Time 
Enrichment program for the Covington 
School District. He received several awards 
at NKU, including two scholarships, best in 
drawing, and best in show. He is currently 
enrolled at UC pursuing a MFA degree. 

Hollow Man  
mixed media on canvas; 30”x24” 

Stretched So Thin  
graphite on paper; 8”x7”

 

Rick FINN  
makingprints@fuse.net

“My prints were inspired by vintage 
Police mugshots, primarily petty 
criminals from the 1920’s-1940’s. 
I am currently exploring moku 
hanga, the centuries old Japanese 
style of woodblock printing.”  

Rick Finn studied printmaking at the Toledo 
Museum of Art School of Design, and later 
at the Cleveland Institute of Art. He has had 
work selected for numerous national and 
international juried competitions. He is a 
current member and past director of Tiger 
Lily Press in Cincinnati.
 
The Mission District   
reduction woodcut, water based ink on Japanese 
washi; 21”x18” 

Another Man Falters  
reduction woodcut, water based ink on Japanese 
washi; 27”x19”
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Dorothy GEHRES FRAEMBS
dorothyfraembs@fuse.net

”It was sad, in 1968, to see the 
turmoil in this country. It is sad, in 
this new century, to see this planet 
in upheaval in so many ways and 
in so many places. Let’s not forget 
that the real cost of oil is much 
higher than the price of a gallon of 
gas?”
 
For Dorothy Fraembs, becoming an illustra-
tor in a Chicago advertising agency was 
a dream come true. Life grew better and 
better with marriage, illustration for a young 
people's encyclopedia, followed by artwork 
for GEANPD. Motherhood was combined 
with free lance art. Teaching comart to high 
school juniors was another treasured experi-
ence. At 83, Dorothy sees earthly beauty 
everywhere and hopes this lovely planet will 
endure. 

White Flight, 1968  
mixed media; 22"x25"x25"  

White Flight in Reverse, 2011  
mixed media; 9"x9" 

The Price of a Gallon of Gas, 2011 (also shown 
detail)  
mixed media; 9"x20"x15" 

Barbara S. GAMBOA 
bsgamboa@yahoo.com

“’I have found that trees represent 
any number of emotions and states 
of mind. The sense of turmoil near 
- point of injury - is represented in 
‘Witnesses’. The lightness of child-
hood and affection is offered in 
‘Backyard’. The serenity of transi-
tion echoes in ‘Finally’." he posi-
tive spirit that we pos
Born in Selma, AL, and raised in Cincinnati, 
Barbara Gamboa is a mother, retired teacher 
and US Army Veteran. She is a Cincinnati 
Individual Artist Grant Recipient. 

Witnesses    
acrylic; 38”x30”
  
Finally    
acrylic; 38”x30”

Backyard    
acrylic; 20”x30”
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Stephen  GEDDES
slgeddes@cinci.rr.com

“‘Dark Audience/Market’ addresses 
the tension between the two poles 
of the art world:  commerce and 
art. If an artists’ work is intended 
as art for arts’ sake there is the risk 
of having no audience and com-
municating nothing; if the work is 
conceived primarily as product to 
please and “sell through” it still 
remains meaningless. The artist 
is faced with navigating that line 
between communicating some-
thing of value and simply making a 
profit.”

A native of southern Wisconsin, Stephen 
Geddes has lived in Cincinnati for thirty 
years, working as a commercial and fine art 
sculptor.
 
Dark Audience/ Market    
mixed media; 11”x16”

Saad GHOSN  
saad.ghosn@uc.edu

“My USA flag prints offer a choice 
as to the flag’s identity and mes-
sage: should the flag be associated 
with money and military power, and 
therefore isolation and destruction, 
or with love and peace, and as a 
result unity and community power. 
This choice is not only determined 
by our government, but most impor-
tantly, by every one of us, involved 
and committed citizens.”

Saad Ghosn, a native of Lebanon, has lived 
in Cincinnati since 1985. A medical profes-
sional and an educator, he resorts to visual 
and spoken art to express himself and his 
sociopolitical views. Saad is the founder of 
‘SOS ART’ and the editor and publisher of 
the yearly ‘For a Better World, Poems and 
Drawings on Peace and Justice by Greater 
Cincinnati Artists’. For 2 years he contributed 
a regular column to Cincinnati's 'Streetvibes' 
on "Artists as Activists", 

Flag I     
woodcut print on Rives BFK; 22.5”x30”

Flag II    
woodcut print on Rives BFK; 22.5”x30”
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Timothy J. GOLD 
timgold@zoomtown.com  

“Portrait of a young Martin Luther 
King at his church in Alabama.”
 
Tim Gold resides and works in 
Independence, KY. He has a BA from 
Edgecliff College and an MA from NKU, both 
in Art Education. His artistic style is minimal-
ist and colorist. His inspiration often comes 
from b&w family photos. He is a 2004 grant 
recipient of Summerfair Inc. In 2007 he was 
accepted, through jury, into the Kentucky 
Arts Council.

“I’ve Been to the Mountaintop”  
acrylic; 40”x30”
 
 

Melvin GRIER
melvin.grier@gmail.com

“’Street Memorial’ is one of a 
series documenting street memori-
als to victims of gun violence in 
Cincinnati. ‘Ceasefire, 13th St’ 
shows a vigil for the victims of a 
June 1, 2009 triple homicide that 
included a mother, her young son 
and a toddler. The vigil was at the 
apartment building on 13th St. in 
the Pendleton District of Cincinnati.”

Melvin Grier: Born 1941, Cincinnati, OH; 
grew up in the West End. Graduated 
DePorres H.S 1960. Served 4 years USAF, 
discharged 1965. Worked for The Cincinnati 
Post 1974-2007. Retired from Post in 2007.

Street Memorial  
color digital photography; 8”x13”

Ceasefire, 13th St
color digital photography; 8”x13”
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Gena GRUNENBERG
genag@fuse.net 

“It is important to address the 
issues that surround us in the 
media and in politics and how they 
affect us as a society. ‘In Captivity’ 
addresses feminine issues asking 
whether the woman is captured by 
society, by her own actions or by 
both? What is her role? Is she com-
pliant? Dysfunctional? Insane? Or 
just reacting normally to an abnor-
mal environment.”

Gena Grunenberg is a lifelong artist, mixed 
media sculptor and painter. Having worked 
in a variety of arts and crafts vocations she 
is currently studying and reflecting upon her 
work. She is reviewing the processes and 
theory to use to build upon her art making 
moving forward. 

In Captivity   
mixed media; 12”x6”x6”
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Wayne HAMBRICK
waynehambrick7@yahoo.com

“My works are social commentar-
ies. In ‘Ironic’, a homeless man 
holds up a sign saying willing to 
work for food and behind him a bill-
board saying Wendy's Now Hiring. 
In ‘Polar Warming”, a bear wears 
sunglasses, sits in a beach chair, 
fans himself, drinks a cold bottle of 
water, tries to stay cool; a humor-
ous reflection on the effects of glob-
al warming on our environment.”

Wayne Hambrick is a Cincinnati artist, grad-
uate of Withrow HS and Antonelli College. 
He paints, pencil sketches, and loves politi-
cally inspired topics, landscapes, portraits... 
A computer artist, he was diagnosed in 2003 
with macular degeneration; he resigned his 
career and devoted himself to his true pas-
sion, art. He has since been involved with 
the Inner Eye arts program, and Art Beyond 
Boundaries, a gallery for artists with disabili-
ties. Wayne has exhibited his art widely.

Ironic    
acrylic; 18"x12"

Polar Warming 
acrylic; 20"x16"



Jan HERMANS
jhermans@visionariesandvoices.com 

“Two buildings look on at each 
other at the foothills of Martin 
Luther King Drive. One represents 
being disabled before age 22; the 
other having a mental health dis-
ability.  One is supported by tax 
levy dollars for all kind of benefits, 
the other has a hard time passing 
levies even for basic needs. Stigma 
and prejudice still exist leaving a 
void between physical and mental 
health disabilities.”

Jan Hermans works in mixed media, fiber 
art, clay and painting. Her work in fiber has 
a basis in traditional quilt making; but she 
also makes artistic quilts. 

Biased Parallels                          
print; 12”x24”
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Jill HICKS
jamillamaureen@gmail.com  

“I was very young when I went to 
Sudan and was utterly overwhelmed 
and shocked by the war. I felt helpless 
and hopeless about the situation no one 
at home was aware of yet. I will forever 
be haunted by the faces of people there 
that desperately wanted a way out, but 
only their letters made it. I feel I need to 
share their images still impressed and 
burned in my memory.” 

Jill Hicks currently works in concrete and mixed 
media design and rents a studio in the Red River 
Gorge. She grew up in Cincinnati and went to 
the School for the Creative and Performing Arts, 
then on to the Atlanta College Of Art. She has 
worked as a mural painter, designer, printmaker 
and sculptor. Her focus right now is schooling her 
three children, and spending time inspired by the 
wilderness around her.   

Burned into My Memory  
mixed media, tiles; 36”x36”

Letters from Sudan  
prints on paper, mixed media; 2”x7”x5” 



Evan HILDEBRANDT
evhildy@hotmail.com
 
“My diptych is from a series of 
paintings addressing the notion 
that humans are sometimes simply 
pieces of meat that can be butch-
ered and literally eaten, valued 
equally to slaughtered animals.”   

Evan Hildebrandt started making art six 
years ago while working for a top car com-
pany.  He initially drew with sharpie markers 
then explored oil paint and other media. 
Over several years, his prolific and hard 
work paid off and he began selling his art-
work. Evan recently quit his job to be a full 
time artist.  

What’s the Difference   
mixed, oil and resin; 20”x32” (diptych)

19

A. Steven HOTARD
hotardsteve@yahoo.com

“My photos are from my journey to 
Los Mosquitos in the 1980's when 
the Miskito Indians were being 
persecuted by the Sandinistas 
of Nicaragua. Taken in a refugee 
camp, they were later published by 
world relief and other social service 
magazines. They capture the digni-
ty of the Miskito Indians rather than 
the harshness of their condition.”

Steven Hotard, a freelance photographer, 
works mainly with portraits. He has been 
photographing for 30 years, traveling in 
Europe, Central America, Mexico, and the 
USA. Steven has a degree in sociology/
psychology from the University of Tennessee 
and has worked with the MR/DD population 
for over 15 years. He is currently involved 
with Baker Hunt art center for support 
groups. He also draws and writes. 

Indian Man in Los Mosquitos, Honduras  
b&w photo; 10”x8”

The Butcher   
b&w photo; 10”x8”



William HOWES
howes.life@yahoo.com

“’City of Love’, a chalk drawing 
part of Clifton Streetscapes (Sept 
2010), represented a cityscape that 
included architectural details from 
Clifton and coexisting symbols of 
the 3 monotheistic religions. It was 
meant to represent an ideal city of 
diversity, tolerance and love, one 
based on peace and true justice. 
Because the drawing included 
Arabic words, it was vandalized 
and defaced a short time after. This 
shows the intolerance, ignorance 
and fear individual(s) have when 
faced to something they know little 
about. The Arabic words said Love, 
Peace, Justice, Friendship, God..." 

William Howes, a native Cincinnatian, gradu-
ated from the University of Cincinnati with a 
degree in Industrial Design.

City of Love Defaced by Bigotry (before and 
after)   
2 digital prints; each 17”x20”
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Martin HUMPHREYS, OFM
513-769-1613, Ext. 105

“I strive to express spirituality 
through paint. My work expresses 
the social ills that violate the dignity 
of the human person. ‘Pressures’ 
reflects how paralyzed, blinded and 
imprisoned we are by self-capital-
ism. ‘Nothing Is Sacred But Truth’ 
speaks of Christ’s message of love 
and peace; ‘Ship of Fools’ is about 
human’s prison of egoism that brings 
insecurities, and loneliness.”

Brother Martin Humphreys, a 60 year  
Franciscan friar from Mandeville, LA, has min-
istered at Duns Scotus College in Southfield, 
MI, and St. Mary of the Angels Parish in New 
Orleans, LA. He received his art education 
at Louisiana State University and the New 
Orleans Academy of Fine Arts. Brother Martin 
continues his art ministry at the St. John the 
Baptist Friary in Sharonville, OH.

Pressures   
acrylic; 40”x30”

Nothing Is Sacred but Truth                     
mixed medium;  40"x30”

Ship of Fools                                                 
mixed medium; 30"x40" 



Jimi JONES
jaj0421@zoomtown.com;  
www.jimijonesart.com 

“The Delaware River was to 
Washington as the Tea Party is to 
Obama. Washington won; Obama 
must win. The path to liberty takes 
time and may involve loss of prop-
erty, family, friends, foes; it may 
include one’s own death. Are we 
committed enough, do we believe 
enough, are we brave enough to 
put our foot on that path?” 

Jimi Jones, a Cincinnati artist and graphic 
designer, graduated from the UC/DAAP, and 
recently retired after 27 years as art director 
at Procter and Gamble. Jimi is a founding 
member of the Neo-Ancestralist art move-
ment. He has exhibited his work widely in 
galleries and museums.

Crossing the Delaware       
oil on canvas; 30”x48”

In the Pursuit of Liberty       
oil on canvas; 30”x48”
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Larry JONES 
lejones_99@yahoo.com

“My photographs document street 
art by anonymous or known art-
ists. ‘When in Doubt’ represents a 
stencil by Bansky; ‘Empire Kills’ is 
by Logo; ‘Preserve your Rights’ by 
Michael Norman; and ‘Fox News’ 
by Political Gridlock.” 

Larry Jones; Born and raised in Cincinnati. 
Graduate of UC and retired from the 
Hamilton County Department of Social 
Services. Now living in California near San 
Francisco. Previously made assemblages 
using found and other objects. Currently 
uses photography to document bay area 
street culture and street art.

Conform                                                                                               
Preserve Your Rights                                                                 
Fox News                                                          
When In Doubt                                                                 
Waiter                                                       
Empire Kills                                                  
photographs; each 7”x10” or 10”x7”



Dan KENNELLY
dauntless7@gmail.com

“My ‘Irish History 101’ painting uses 
the image of a British combat boot 
in the middle of the Irish national 
flag; a reminder of the impact of 
800 years of British occupation on 
the Irish people, their religion and 
culture. My ‘Madonna’ sculpture 
comments on misplaced societal 
values. By using the image of pop 
star Madonna inside a shrine, it 
alludes to the elevation of pop cul-
ture (and sports) figures to iconic 
status by the media and public.”       

Dan Kennelly, with the support, encourage-
ment and friendship of the art faculty, paints 
at Wilmington College.  

Shrine of the Madonna, circa 1988 (detail)                        
wood; 65”x16”x16”

Irish History 101, the British Occupation 1171 
through 2011 (also shown detail)      
acrylic on canvas over wood; 52”x48”x6”
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Aaron KENT   
aarontkent@gmail.com
  
“My sculpture ‘Addiction’ deals with how 
easy and deadly addiction to anything 
can be. My silkscreen prints ‘In God We 
Trust’ want to challenge one’s thoughts 
on what and who God is, religion, and, 
right vs. wrong!!! Viewers are to make 
their own decisions on how to deal with 
art and God.”

Aaron Kent, a 38 year old Cincinnati native, has 
been active on the Cincinnati arts scene for more 
than 15 years. He works in a variety of media, 
including bronze sculpture, oil, mixed media, per-
formance art. His work often explores controver-
sial political and social themes, as well as issues 
of sexual dynamics and the use of the human 
body as a canvas for artistic expression. 

Addiction    
cast chocolate and fabricated steel; 10”x15”x12”

In God We Trust  
2 silkscreen prints; each 10”x20” 

   
 
 



Vivian B. KLINE
viviankline@aol.com

“My collage piece uses photos from 
the New York Times. It shows us at 
war but also with signs of possible 
peace.”   
 
Vivian Kline graduated qualified to teach art 
in the public schools. She has taught enam-
eling, her chosen craft, both in America and 
abroad. She is also a writer with three books 
and a booklet of poetry published.
 
Hope                                    
paper collage; 22"x24”
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Bob KLING 
rkling@cinci.rr.com

“Peace and justice are accomplished 
by alleviating ignorance and greed. 
Never to be eradicated, integral to 
human nature, ignorance and greed 
must be mitigated on a constant 
basis through words, music, sculp-
ture and, in this instance, pictures. 
‘Too Too Tango’ shows Pakistani and 
Indian soldiers performing marching 
skills; ‘Heaven #7’ Mother Teresa 
and Adolph Hitler in Heaven. ”

Bob Kling; Born in Erie PA in 1950, English 
Major at XU, Conscientious objector during 
the Vietnam War, Commercial Sculptor for 33 
years, continues painting though untutored 
and color-blind.

Too Too Tango
acrylic on acrylic sheet and masonite; 24”x18”

Heaven #7
acrylic on acrylic sheet and masonite; 26”x22” 
 



Mary Ann LEDERER
maryannl@fuse.net

 “My painting represents a back-
yard view from a kitchen window 
where one can eat fruit, watch birds 
and find inner peace.” 

Mary Ann Lederer is a native Cincinnatian, 
graduate of UC, with a Masters degree in 
community planning.  She began painting 
as a hobby after an injury in 1976 left her a 
paraplegic. Calling herself a “philosopher-
painter,” she paints her commitment to the 
compassionate treatment of animals, people 
and the earth. “I paint the world I’d love 
to live in, a multi-ethnic world of freedom, 
equality and healthfulness, where air is 
clean and water pure, where plants are wild 
or organically grown, where animals are free 
– a sustainable natural world.”  

A Peaceful Place by Candlelight        
acrylics on canvas; 36”x24”
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Kenneth LESLIE
lesliecnc1@aol.com

“In our culture of personalities and 
stars we create a need to deify and 
worship those who entertain us and 
they in turn become sacrifices for 
our love.”

Ken Leslie is a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
known for his improvisational assemblages 
using photo images and found objects. 
He is also a founding member of the Neo-
Ancestralist Artists Collective.

We Love You Michael  
mix-media; 36”x18”  
 
 



Tom LOHRE
tom@tomlohre.com; 
www.tomlohre.com

“Breaking away from painting 
traditional portraits in the old mas-
ter style became possible after 
creating a machine that paints. 
Simplifying the process for a 
machine taught me to let the viewer 
complete the art using text and 
subtext.  ‘Gabriella Gifford’ rep-
resents her in the desert outside 
Tucson. ‘Arab woman’ is the por-
trait of a generic woman standing 
near the Sphinx and Pyramid of 
Egypt, facing East in the dawn of 
Democracy.”    

Tom Lohre is a lifelong full time fine artist. 
Besides painting formal portraits in the old 
master tradition, he also creates political 
art, paintings on location, robots that paint, 
kinetic sculpture and Internet script art. 

Gabriella Giffords  
oil on canvas; 20”x16”

Arab Woman  
oil on metal; 20”x16”
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Pamela A. MACKEY 
pmc303@netzero.com

“My pieces are about the resiliency 
of the human spirit and the domina-
tion perpetuated by the powerful. In 
spite of domination, life is precious; 
and domination cannot negate the 
human spirit. We live in a fragile 
world. Loving yourself is loving your 
brother. You are your brother. Be 
loving. There is one world. We are 
all refugees. Some refugees are 
lost. Others are joyful.”

Pamela A. Mackey is a self taught visual 
artist and advocate. She shares her artistic 
expressions to give a voice to social issues 
and struggles of outsiders. Pamela’s life pur-
pose is to be an advocate for those outsid-
ers who are seeking empowerment.
 
Right on My Brother   
mixed medium on Paper; 25”x21”

Joyful Refugee   
mixed medium on paper; 25”x21” 



Alejandro MANDEL 
mandela@xavier.edu
 
“My mixed media sculpture 
describes the changes that 
occurred to the topography, the 
erosion of the land, the destruction 
left behind by development.”
 
Alejandro Mandel was born in Santiago, 
Chile. He studied art in Chile, Israel and 
the United States and has a BFA from the 
San Francisco Art Institute in California and 
a MFA from The University of the Arts in 
Philadelphia. He currently works and lives in 
the Cincinnati area.
 
Are We Building Houses?                                          
sculpture with bricks and 3 oil paintings on canvas; 
22”x72”x20”
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Andy MARKO
andymarko37@gmail.com

“‘Sherry and Savannah’ was produced 
with the help of many friends during the 
2010 – 48Hour Film Fest_. Required 
elements included a lemon, the line ‘I 
need a drink’ and the character, Greg 
White, a writer.  The video relates the 
story of a grandmother, her grand-
daughter and where they live. Everyone 
needs a home.” 
 
Andy Marko has enjoyed working with Cincinnati-
based arts groups such as C.A.G.E., the PTA, 
the Mockbee and Semantics. He was awarded a 
2005 Individual Artist’s Fellowship (interdisciplin-
ary) from the Ohio Arts Council for his media and 
performance work.

Sherry and Savannah    
hd video; 4:30min



Rick MCCOLLUM
513-376 8526

“Escaping slaves during their 
often epic treks North via the 
Underground Railroad often viewed 
the country past the Mason-Dixon 
line as a promised land, a fantasy 
land, or paradise. Of course, the 
reality was different.”

Rick McCollum, a graduate of UC/DAA, has 
been a practicing artist for some time. He 
has been a writer and artist for numerous 
comic books including Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles, Ashley Dust, Taboo, Screaming 
Masks… He has also been a science fiction 
illustrator. Rick is married to San Francisco 
author Paula Robinson.

Towards Ohio    
mixed media painting; 14”x11”

Dreaming of Ohio   
mixed media painting; 16”x20”
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Gloria MCCONNAGHY
gloriamcconnaghy@fuse.net

“Mother Theresa has always been 
the person whom I look up to more 
than anyone else. Her heart saw 
beauty in the discards of humanity 
and devoted her life to them. She 
sneaks into my art covertly or bla-
tantly as in this piece.”

Gloria McConnaghy is a person of many 
careers, health care worker, illustrator, 
jewelry designer, retail shop manager, fine 
artist, seeker of truth, lover of donuts, world 
traveler…

Postage Stamp Saint Triptych               
mixed assemblage; 9”x20”

  



Justin MCNAMEE
justin11071987@yahoo.com

“My works are about what I would 
like to see in this modern world. 
If we look at art and understand 
its harmony, the world would be 
a better place; but we don’t do 
it enough. I’ll keep creating art. 
Peace is a constant effort that will 
always need to be reached.” 
                                                                          
Justin McNamee is a progressive neon 
glow in the dark artist. He started painting 
in 2003 and neon glow in the dark painting 
in 2005. By running away from conventions 
and establishments his new art form defines 
freedom. 
                                                  
Era of the Love Children (light and dark)  
  neon glow in the dark acrylic; 24”x30” 

Convergence (light and dark)                    
neon glow in the dark acrylic; 20”x16” 

Redemption of the Hollow Sinners   
neon glow in the dark acrylic and mixed media; 
48”x36” 
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Crews MCCULLOCH
crewsmc@aol.com

“My piece, a take off on Larry 
Rivers “Dutch Masters” painting of 
1963, uses the SEC and bankers in 
place of early historical figures. Our 
national economic life is really run 
by a small and little known group 
of individuals who, in light of the 
all too recent economic meltdown, 
deserve caricaturing as much as 
possible.”

Crews McCulloch is an artist and designer 
who has lived and worked in California and 
Kentucky. He received numerous awards 
for his work including the Louisville Trust 
Bank award for Watercolor. He lives in N. 
Kentucky and teaches at Chatfield College.

Dutch Masters, Revisited (also shown detail)
watercolor, acrylic, collage; 26”x32”

 



Ricci MICHAELS  
trubluartist@yahoo.com

“My ‘Asphalt All American’ mixed 
media painting is for all those who 
played and never got paid. They 
play for the shear love of the game. 
‘Humanity 101’ makes light of the 
Bush/Kanye West apology. Too 
much coverage was given to the 
incident.”

Ricci Michaels creates art as a direct 
expression of the urban experience. Her 
art empowers the plight, struggle and tri-
umphs of Urban Folk in forgotten corners; 
it contrasts situations between urban and 
suburban life. Ricci’s commentary, vast 
imagination and capacity to bear her soul is 
redeeming. Her objective is to create “public 
art” and reach the masses, specifically those 
with intellectual, mental, physical and eco-
nomic disabilities.

Asphalt All American “Taking it to the Streets” 
mixed media on panel; 48”x48” 

Humanity 101    
mixed media on panel; 48”x40”

Lisa MOLYNEUX
lisamolyneux7@gmail.com

“For the past 5 years I have been 
painting landscapes, almost all of 
them images of swamps, bogs and 
moors. These areas are completely 
untouched by civilization and all 
their elements work in harmony to 
create a sense of peace. Strange, 
since they are known for being 
soggy, buggy and difficult to navi-
gate.”

Lisa Molyneux is in her 20th season as the 
Scenic Artist for The Cincinnati Playhouse 
in the Park. She has BA's in Art and Drama 
from SUNY@ Geneseo and an MFA from 
OSU. When not painting scenery she 
can be found in her studio at the Essex 
painting large, abstracted, oil landscapes. 
Originally from Albany, NY, she now resides 
in Pleasant Ridge with her husband and 
daughter.

Nothing Says Peace like a Swamp 
oil painting; 14"x20" 
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H. Ike OKAFOR-NEWSUM 
newsum.2@osu.edu

“My relief wood sculpture ‘My 
Comrades’ is symbolic of the 
unknown freedom fighters of the 
African Independence Movement, 
The Civil Rights and Black Power 
Movement, the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement of the late 20th century.”

An educator, writer, and visual artist, H. 
Ike Okafor-Newsum is Department Chair 
in African American and African Studies at 
OSU, where for over twenty years, he has 
taught courses concerned with Africana 
literatures, film studies, and visual art and 
culture. His approach and outlook concern-
ing art is rooted in the Black Power and the 
Black Arts Movements of the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. His artwork is mostly abstract 
and informed by concepts derived from and 
inspired by the human condition and ances-
tral expressions. 
 
My Comrades (also shown details)   
sassafras wood relief sculpture; 72”x7”x3”
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Mary-Jane NEWBORN
513-929-2376

“This logo for a new local non-profit 
continuing the work of EarthSave 
Cincinnati depicts the diversity of 
fruits and vegetables available for 
us to be healthy. By eating low on 
the food chain, we free up land to 
grow and share more with every-
one, allow wild space for animals, 
and help create a more peaceful 
and loving world.”

Born and raised in Cincinnati, in 1969 Mary-
Jane Newborn married her British pen pal 
and moved to England for 12 years, became 
vegetarian and started a 26 year career as 
an art model. Afterwards, she lived in Miami, 
FL, for 7 years and returned to her home-
stead in 1988. In 1989, she became vegan. 
Mary-Jane now lives in Winton Place, volun-
teers with VeganEarth, and continues activ-
ism for the liberation of all beings.

VeganEarth – A World of Good  
colored pencils on paper; 16”x17”



Nick PADDOCK
nicholasmatthew@yahoo.com 

“In September, 2011, I was in 
Thailand. The terrorist attacks took 
place while traveling back from the 
jungle to Bangkok. The intense web 
images and newspapers articles 
in the lobby of the hotel were the 
only American connection I had. 
To watch the buildings fall on video 
repeatedly left a lasting image in 
my mind. ‘Thailand’ is a tight space 
full of debris with a human figure 
pushing back to survive.”

Nick Paddock is an artist who studied 
Drawing and Painting at the College of 
DAAP at UC. 

Thailand   
intaglio print; 13”x9”

 

Kyle PENUNURI
kylepenunuri@yahoo.com

“I've bitten off more than I can 
digest. In this work I wanted to 
represent Humanity in the same 
way a globe represents where we 
live, a view from a distance, dis-
tilled, but accurate. I found that I 
could not distance myself and as 
I researched regional history and 
contemporary news I got deeper, 
more involved and focused on the 
information of the day. It is hard to 
grasp the complexity of our com-
bined history and the diversity of 
our present.” 

Kyle Penunuri: I came, I saw, I got an edu-
cation.

Untitled (also shown detail) 
wood, paper; 54”x42”x42”
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Thomas R. PHELPS
513-221 5636

"My work poses the question: Why 
is this still in America?" 

Thomas R. Phelps, born in Cincinnati, OH, is 
a founding member of the Neo-Ancestralist 
Artists Collective Movement. He is a mixed 
media/installation artist whose work reflects 
various aspects of the African American 
identity and culture.

It Remains/It Retains/It Still Pains (also shown 
details)   
mixed media installation; 96"x60"x30"
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Kelly & Kyle PHELPS
phelps@xavier.edu; 
kyle.phelps@notes.udayton.edu

“The work is about the many faces of 
war that people rarely see: the wait-
ing, separation, fear, pain, sadness, 
and anger. Whether you support or 
oppose the war, those who are fight-
ing are often just regular people with 
regular non-military jobs who are try-
ing to support a family. That links the 
military to the larger working class 
society.” 

Kyle E Phelps & Kelly E Phelps (identical 
twin brothers) are Associate Professors of 
Art  at The University of Dayton and  Xavier 
University. They both earned their BFA 
degrees at Ball State University and their MFA 
degrees at The University of Kentucky. Much 
of the twins research/art revolves around the 
modern plight of the blue-collar working class 
in the USA. Their work has been nationally 
widely exhibited.

The Battle for Kandahar  
mixed media; 36”x20”x6”

The Waiting    
mixed media; 38”x24”x6”



Ellen PRICE
priceej@muohio.edu

“My prints are about the oil rig explo-
sion and implicitly reference the 
subsequent weeks of oil flowing into 
the Gulf of Mexico. While we have 
seen natural disasters and human 
suffering of epic proportion in the 
last few months, the Gulf oil spill was 
of human creation and completely 
avoidable.” 

Ellen Price, born in New York City, attended 
the Art Students League and Hunter College 
before completing her BA in Art from Brooklyn 
College. She earned her MFA in Printmaking 
from Indiana University in Bloomington in 
1986. She is currently a Professor of Art at 
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. Her prints 
are included in public and private collec-
tions and her creative work was recognized 
with Ohio Arts Council Artist Fellowship and 
Cincinnati Summerfair Artist Awards.

Bridge  
monotype; 18”x13” 

Plume  
monotype; 9”x12” 
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John QUIGLEY
jquigleyofm@gmail.com

“The struggle of the Burmese for 
their freedom and survival leaves 
an echo in my consciousness of 
the struggle that each of us has 
with his or her identity, survival and 
death. Our ideas and elaborate 
constructions unwittingly pit us 
against the quiet and powerful force 
of nature.” 

After living in Europe for 23 years – 10 in 
Rome and 13 in Geneva – John Quigley 
returned to Cincinnati and started to paint 
again. The international experience of work-
ing for his community (Franciscan Friars) 
in the areas of social and ecological justice 
(Rome) and human rights (UN, Geneva) 
impacted him and his art. 

La Lucha   
water tempera on paper; 24”x18” 

Burma  
water tempera on paper; 58”x48”
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Mary BARR RHODES
mbr@mbrcreates.com

“My drawing speaks to the subcon-
scious obligations still embedded 
within our minds in regards to a 
woman’s role in today's society. 
Even though we now know dif-
ferently, the patterns established 
for the female from past genera-
tions wear us down as we try to 
be everything to everyone: wife, 
mother, daughter, sister. We are the 
"sandwich" generation still trying to 
play super woman.”

Mary Barr Rhodes has a Master’s degree 
from Marshall University. She has served 
as an educator, a judge and an art con-
sultant; has won numerous awards and is 
represented in public and private collections 
throughout the USA and Europe. She works 
and resides in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Obligation of the Shadow King  
pastel drawing; 18"x14"

Matt REED
mrmatthewjreed@hotmail.com; 
www.crazymattreed.com

“My painting of a post-apocalyptic 
landscape in which two robots 
embrace is about the importance of 
love.”

Matt Reed is an artist, educator, and radical 
leftist currently living in Cincinnati, OH. His 
work has appeared in galleries in Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh, Louisville, Los Angeles, and 
Munich. His illustrations have been used for 
magazines, comic books, t-shirts, and music 
album covers.
 
"Take Away Love and Our Earth Is a Tomb” 
pen and ink with watercolor; 11"x14" 



Steve SCHUMACHER
portoall@yahoo.com

“My work illustrates the delirium of 
greed and the older, slower forces 
of life fighting for renewal. My piece 
represents a container enclosing 
the world of Ponzi schemes & spir-
its of redemption.” 

Steve Schumacher is an educator and train-
er whose creative ideas often get expressed 
in drawings and mixed media. 

Charles Ponzi 1882 - ? (also shown detail)               
drawing/mixed media; 20”x14”x6”
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Thom SHAW     
(1947 – 2010)

“Thom Shaw and his acute and 
perceptive social commentaries are  
being missed.”

Thom Shaw, a Cincinnati native, is best 
known for his urban-inspired, thought-
provoking black and white woodcuts. A great 
admirer of both Japanese and German 
printmakers, he used his mastery of print-
making to reflect not only on a universal 
human experience, but also to chronicle his 
personal battles with illness. His work has 
been exhibited nationally and internationally. 
Thom, a great social commentator passed 
on July 6, 2010.

Urban Medals, #37  
woodcut print; 57”x40”

A Tale of Painful Inner Sanctums  
woodcut print; 57”x40”
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Randall SLOCUM
ohiovalleyarts@gmail.com 
 
“The 20th century made great 
advances in ways to save and kill. 
‘The Stealth Man Bomber’ repre-
sents the shift from chivalry of war, 
to the brutal, inhumane war of the 
20th century. If war technology 
increases at even a remotely com-
parable rate, humanity will easily 
descend with every other living sys-
tem on this planet.”

Randall Slocum; BFA and MFA, University of 
Cincinnati.
 
Empire Blues (also shown detail)
mixed media on glass, 4 pieces, each 9”x11”

Stealth Man Bomber  
mixed media; 24”x18”

Kim SHIFFLETT
kimtheartist@gmail.com

“‘Another Name for Hell is Mexico’ 
refers to those who traveling to the 
border hoping to find a way across 
to work get trapped on the wrong 
side of the border and end up liv-
ing with extreme violence, police 
corruption, danger of drug gangs. 
‘Juarez Maquiladora Slum’ refers 
to the border cities that grew since 
1994 as a result of NAFTA, built by 
US Corporations to take advantage 
of cheap labor. Overcrowding, poor 
municipal services, exposure to pol-
luting manufacturing toxic waste are 
the daily reality of their residents.”

Kim Shifflett grew up in Las Cruces, NM, 
close to El Paso and the Mexican border.  A 
painter and printmaker, she has a BFA from 
the Art Academy of Cincinnati and an MFA 
from UC. 

Another Name For Hell is Mexico  
oil on canvas; 72”x42”

Juarez Maquiladora Slum 
oil on canvas; 72”x42”
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Tim STEGMAIER
tim@timstegmaier.com

”Through the non-violence of 
a Vegan Diet - World Peace is 
achieved.” 

Tim Stegmaier; BFA Ohio University 1988
 
SOS - (Save Our Soul)
video; 42:29min

Turkey Bowling - (Cincinnati, Ohio)
video; 5:21min

Carolyn STEWART
ca.stewart@hotmail.com

“I have been thinking in terms of 
moving past the emotions inherent 
in the work, moving into the solution. 
The symbol of the Etruscan Tear 
Jars which purpose was to collect 
tears from the soul, add rose petals, 
and use the potion to anoint loved 
people symbolizes the need to con-
tain the energy and move beyond 
the emotions and into the solutions.”

After a long professional life working with people strug-
gling with social justice issues on a very personal level, 
I now find artistic expression to be both powerful in its 
images and soothing to my soul.

Transforming the Tears     
mixed media; 14”x11”
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Kurt STORCH
storch225@hotmail.com

“Hmmm. Delicious. If God didn’t 
want us to eat this stuff, how come 
he made it taste so good?  Save 
some room for dessert!”

Kurt Storch lives and works in the Cincinnati 
area. He is currently a junior at Xavier 
University Artist/advocate for mental well-
ness issues. He likes: Puppies and kittens; 
he dislikes: Cannibals

Among the Entrails  
mixed media; 15”x19”

Anthony STOLLINGS 
anthonystollings@yahoo.com

“My work deals with today’s issues; 
‘State of the Union’ addresses the 
housing crisis and ‘Free Store’ the 
recent impact of the economy on 
families and children.”

Anthony Stollings, a Cincinnati-based and 
Ohio-registered artist, attended Lincoln 
Heights schools and the Art Academy 
of Cincinnati. He currently works for the 
Cincinnati Art Museum. His work is in many 
private collections, locally and nationally.

State of the Union   
acrylics on canvas; 20”x16”

Free Store   
acrylics of on canvas; 20”x16”
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Steve SUNDERLAND
stephen.c.sunderland@uc.edu

“Black youth are dying and without 
any education. Other youth are 
excluded from higher education due 
to fake standards. These condi-
tions must change if peace is to be 
achieved.”    

Steve Sunderland is director of Peace 
Village and a professor of peace and educa-
tional studies at UC. His portraits are of peo-
ple engaged in struggling for social justice.

The Coroner's Report  
pastel on cardboard; 2 drawings, each 12”x10”

The New College Student   
pastel on cardboard; 2 drawings, each 12”x10”

Ken SWINSON
ken@kenswinson.com

“I use printmaking to illustrate sto-
ries of the Underground Railroad. 
My work celebrates the bravery 
and courage of the heroes who 
were part of an important social 
movement along the Ohio River. ‘A 
Better Life’ alludes to the dream of 
many field worker slaves, the dove 
representing hope, the river and 
North star freedom. ‘Eliza Harris’, 
is the portrait of this Underground 
Railroad hero, during her historic 
crossing of the Ohio River.” 

Ken Swinson, a self taught artist, lives in Old 
Washington, KY. His work combines a love 
for life and others using multiple media. The 
themes of his artwork celebrate the culture 
and history of the Ohio River Valley.

A Better Life                                                
reduction screen print; 14”x11”

Eliza Harris                                                      
linocut; 14”x11”
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Fred TARR
ibidnah@yahoo.com

“‘Refugees’ comments on the plight 
of Middle East relocation of people 
fleeing dictatorships. One day their 
plight is full of dreams, the next, 
tragedy.”

Fred Tarr is a prolific visual artist using pre-
dominantly drawing and painting. He is also 
active in performance groups in Hamilton, 
Fairfield, and other venues, singing, reading 
his written work and contributing to group 
critiques.

Refugees    
acrylic; 51”x117" 

TANK
tankofalltrades@gmail.com; 
www.tankofalltrades.blogspot.com

“’Keep Them Afraid, Keep Them 
Divided’ is a drawing that examines 
the fears that keep us apart as a 
society. Our 24/7 news channels 
and their pundits feed us informa-
tion and lies that shape our views 
of our culture and each other. By 
erecting these walls, they keep us 
divided, and insure that nothing 
changes.”  

Tank is a visual arts instructor/fine artist/illus-
trator who lives in Cincinnati, Ohio. He grad-
uated from Ohio University in 2003 with a 
BFA in Painting and from OSU in 2008 with 
a license in K-12 Art Education. His work 
generally revolves around robots, human 
emotions, and the question of individuality. 
Tank’s work has been exhibited nationally.

Keep Them Afraid, Keep Them Divided  
graphite; 24”x18” 
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Maria TAYLOR-LESLIE
lesliecnc1@aol.com

“It is a journey to find the things in 
life that bring personal happiness, 
as in the garden of Eden.”

Maria Taylor-Leslie is a native of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. She studied Fine Arts at UC.

Looking for the Garden of Eden 
mix media collage; 36”x24”
    

Michael TODD
michaeltodd14@yahoo.com

“My paintings are my response to 
the right wing hate and left wing lies 
of change only to divide and distract 
the middle class and poor by race 
while serving the greed and lust for 
war of the super wealthy in America; 
also my expression of the dual 
nature that exists inside each of 
us and how our struggle within our 
conscience and soul may be key to 
what makes us loving, connected, 
human.” 

Michael Todd writes and performs spoken word poetry; 
he is also a painter. He lived in the San Francisco Bay 
area for 20 years and relocated to Cincinnati 3 year 
ago. California affected his work, adding freedom of 
thought and a focus on social issues to his writing and 
painting. His work can be viewed on YouTube.com 
under Michael Todd and The Art Of Living Black.

Still Life after the Attack of the Tea Party 
Zombies  
oil on canvas; 56”x31”

Self Portrait of a Stained Glass Heart  
oil on canvas; 27”x24”
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Leigh WALTZ  
l_waltz@yahoo.com

"The International Energy Agency 
finally admitted on 4/28/2011 
that global petroleum production 
peaked in 2006. The local, state 
and national government officials 
say nothing and do nothing. Lack of 
planning and action will lead to an 
unprecedented global catastrophe. 
It is not too late to build resilience. 
Grow food. Be a neighbor. Learn to 
fix things. Get a bike. Abandon oil 
before it abandons us."

Leigh Waltz is from Dayton, OH. He's trav-
eled to 34 countries. Got an MFA from UC. 
Teaches at Sinclair Community College. Has 
started to farm, and learn about permacul-
ture, Transition Culture and the End of Oil.
 
Let's Talk about Peak Oil     
mixed media; 30"x26"

Truth Is Beauty     
mixed media; 30"x30"

Spencer VAN DER ZEE 
spencervanderzee@gmail.com

"’My piece is a depiction of frustra-
tion and terror. The US government 
has experimented with weather 
control since the early 60's (Project 
Stormfury, 1962-1983, was an 
attempt to weaken tropical cyclones 
by flying an aircraft into storms 
and seeding the eyewall with silver 
iodide). Grid-like patterns of air-
plane exhaust have since appeared 
over American cities.These chemi-
cal trails intersect and disperse into 
gigantic clouds that hover over the 
city for hours - an Orwellian govern-
ment poisoning our air with undis-
closed biological agents.”

Artist Spencer Storm Van Der Zee, born on 
a wooden ship at night, during a lightning 
storm in 1636, refused to speak for the 
first century of his life, communicating only 
through drawings. Spencer Van Der Zee 
continues to live and work in Cincinnati, OH.

Don't Look Up   
acrylic, metallic ink, and pastel; 12"x9”
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Fran WATSON 
watson@fuse.net 

“My watercolor seemed doomed to 
obscurity; just didn't go anywhere. It 
occurred to me, however, that if the 
serenity were shattered by some 
total incongruity, it rather epitomized 
the effect of war on peace. The 
white crude drawings on India ink 
seemed the perfect shock value for 
this statement.” 

Fran Watson is an artist, a musician, an 
actress, a mother, a writer.

Infractions   
mixed media; 11”x14"

 

Nathan WEIKERT
nateweikert@gmail.com

“Oscar Romero, Archbishop of 
El Salvador, had an impassioned 
voice for human rights. In February 
of 1980 he asked President Carter 
to stop funding the violent junta 
responsible for numerous acts of 
injustice and repression against the 
organized Salvadorian people. A 
few weeks later, while celebrating 
Mass, he was assassinated by a 
death squad. My drawing intends to 
reintroduce a worthy contributor to 
the fight for human rights, to rethink 
the official doctrine of historical US 
policy, and to remember.”  

Nathan Weikert: Born in 1974, Dayton, Ohio; 
BFA (1998), BS (1998), MA (2002) Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio; Lives and works in 
Cincinnati, Ohio
 
Archbishop Oscar Romero     
graphite on paper; 14”x18”



Allison WEYDA 
chiascure@gmail.com 

“My watercolor ‘Encompassing All’ 
is a classic representation of Lady 
Justice doing her work. I wanted 
to give the piece an Art Nouveau 
feel to fully celebrate the beauty 
and strength of this timeless deity. 
Much of my design is inspired by 
Alphonse Mucha and mythical sym-
bolism.” 

Allison Weyda is currently a third-year Fine 
Arts student at UC – DAAP. Her main focus 
of study is painting and illustration. When 
she graduates, she hopes to become a free-
lance illustrator in the area of sequential art.
 
Encompassing All  
watercolor; 20”x16”
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Paige WIDEMAN
paigewideman5@yahoo.com

“Shortly after Osama Bin Laden 
was killed, his face was put on the 
cover of Time Magazine with a red 
X over it. There were three other 
such covers, depicting Adolf Hitler, 
Saddam Hussein and Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi. While I understand the 
rationalization made for killing peo-
ple who are “evil” and have killed 
innocents, I do struggle with the 
idea of what gives us the right to 
take the life of another. How does 
this make us any different than 
those we set out to kill?” 

Paige Wideman received a BFA in sculpture 
from the Kansas City Art Institute in 1989 
and a MFA in sculpture from UC in 1999. 
She is currently a Lecturer at NKU.

What Gives Us the Right?  
mixed media;  13”x17”



Carole WINTERS 
carole.winters@fuse.net 

“I use paper dolls from the 60s as 
stand-ins for the innocent victims 
of war. In‘Afghanistan’, occupied 
by armies from other countries on 
and off for hundreds of years, our 
innocent soldiers navigate a very 
foreign world. The male paper doll 
soldier is floating above a field 
of heroin poppies; the mountains 
camouflaged. The clothing of 
American paper dolls is merely the 
background for recent uprisings in 
‘Egypt’. An ancient culture trans-
forms itself with a peaceful revolu-
tion, without the help of the West.”

Carole Winters is an artist, printmaker and 
graphic designer living in Bellevue, KY. An 
artist since the age of ten after being pro-
foundly inspired by an exhibit (around 1961) 
of Vincent Van Gogh’s work in Buffalo, NY. 

Afghanistan                                               
watercolor, collage; 16”x20”

Egypt 2/11    
watercolor, collage; 15”x20”
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Beechwood High School, KY
monica.namyar@beechwood.kyschools.us

"During her secondary practicum at Beechwood High School, NKU art education student Jocelyne Schneider 
taught a printmaking lesson to Monica Namyar's high school art students.  Students learned about propaganda 
and the art of Francisco Goya and Shephard Fairey.  As a result, seven students created linocut prints based on 
peace and social justice themes ranging from world peace to abortion."  

Children and Group SOS ART

Starting in 2005, schools have been invited to participate in SOS ART in order to create a 
children's component to the event and add children's perspectives and voices on peace and 
justice. Art teachers willing to participate in the project are asked to engage their school chil-
dren during the year to think about issues of peace and justice and to help them provide their 
own visual statements. Private and public schools of various socio-economic backgrounds, 
after school programs and children of all grades are included. In addition to adding children's 
voices to the event, children SOS ART presents an opportunity to schools, school children 
and their parents to view the entire show, participate in the 10 day event and contribute to the 
ongoing dialogue on peace and justice. This year, various local groups also participated add-
ing the collective voices of their members to the event.

In 2011, two schools, four afterschool programs and four local groups participated. Below are 
succinct information provided by the respective art teachers and group coordinators about the 
activity and its outcome, as well as selected pictures of the art produced and exhibited during 
SOS ART.

Albert BRAGG (bragg1@fuse.net)

“My lnocut print, 'The TSA' (12"x9") shows an unknown 
TSA officer pulling on the ominous gloves symboliz-
ing the extreme measures the TSA takes for “National 
Security”. The TSA goes to unrealistic measures and 
disrupts our civil liberties. The lack of a face on the offi-
cer implies that the public should not be against the offi-
cers themselves but rather the institution.” 

Born in San Diego, Albert Bragg moved to the Cincinnati area in late 
2006. He has been creating art since he was 5 years old, using any 
imaginable medium. Albert is a senior student.

Emma DAVIES (davies1416@insightbb.com)

“My linocut print ‘World Peace” (9"x12")is about a dream 
I have. I dream for everyone to love each other and for 
there to be no wars. It is very important that we use art 
to express our feelings.” 
Emma Davies is a junior student. She plays tennis and cheers for her 
school. She maintains a 4.3 GPA and wants to be a nurse. She plans 
to attend the University of Tennessee.
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Emily DENMAN (denmanemily@yahoo.com)

“My linocut print is titled ‘Abortion’ (12”x9”). The lady on 
the tree is wrapped in vines because she is giving away 
her baby’s life, like giving up part of her own. Abortion is 
wrong. A woman gives up her life slowly when she is her 
own child.” 
Emily Denman is a frechman student.

Adrian HURLEY (adrian.hurley@insightbb.com)

“My linocut print ‘Role Model #3’ (9”x12”) shows a young 
man being arrested by a police officer and the words 
“I want to grow up to be just like you,” printed in the 
background. These words are full of irony. My piece is 
inspired by being arrested in December for graffiti and 
for what I believe art is, although it is “frowned upon” by 
mine and most communities.” 
Adrian Hurley is a 16 year old sophomore student.

Katherine KREMER (katherine.kremer16@hotmail.com)

“My linocut print’s title is ‘Clean Up Your Ocean’ (9”x12”). 
If we keep making dumping all the junk and oil into our 
ocean, it will become the words my print describes. It is 
unfair to treat our ocean, animals and nature this way.” 
Katherine Kremer, a 15 year-old 9th grade student, plays softball and 
volleyball for her school. In 5th grade she won an Arbor Day award for 
3rd in the state for a drawing she did. In 8th grade, she was honorable 
mention in the Scholastic Art Awards and in the 8th and 9th grades 
won 1st place for the “Why I Love America” contest.

Jens NIELSEN (Jenspedernielsen@gmail.com)

“My linocut print ‘People vs Zombies’ (12”x9”) is about 
world peace. It represents people holding hands while 
killing zombies. It means:  stop the violence. There 
should be less violence and killing among people.” 
Jens Nielsen, born in California, moved to Kentucky in 2007. He 
belongs to a multi-art family which enjoys music and the arts. He per-
forms in a band and likes to work on programs such as illustrator and 
photoshop. He is a senior student.  

Hakeem MULHOLLAND (mulholland.hakeem@yahoo.com)

“My linocut print’s title is ‘Bring Peace to Cincinnati’ 
(12”x9”). We need to get rid of the shooting, looting, 
robbing, murdering... In my print, I changed the annual 
WEBN fireworks show by adding bullets to the end of 
the fireworks. I want the viewer to stop and think about 
what is happening to our city.” 
Hakeem Mulholland is a 9th grade student.
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Harmony Garden and Art4artists
jharmony@fuse.net;arnelle.dow@cincinnati-oh.gov;pbruns@cinci.rr.com

“’Picturing a Healthy Girl’, a partnership between Harmony Garden and Art4Artists was nitiated as a photovoice 
program to encourage social activism among teen girls and women to promote the health of girls in the vul-
nerable pre- and early adolescent periods of their lives. Its objectives were to i) find out how girls and women 
“define” girls’ health ii) teach girls and women civic engagement skills providing them with opportunities to take 
social action and responsibility for their health iii)  empower community residents toward a collective vision for 
girls’ health iv) encourage sustainable community-based participatory action, leading to a targeted campaign that 
encourages and supports girls to make healthy decisions and embrace healthy life styles.
Armed with cameras and photo assignments, mothers and their teen daughters ventured out into their Price Hill 
neighborhoods to take photos that represented their views of what it means to be a “healthy girl” and what they 
saw as assets and barriers to girls’ health. Group discussions of the photographs helped these mothers and 
daughters find their own voice as well as a voice for their community by using art to inspire social change. At the 
end of the program they chose the photographs most meaningful to them to constitute a Photovoice Exhibit.
Artists in Art4Artists were inspired to create thought-provoking works about healthy girls by interpreting, in the 
frame of their own life experiences, the images and dialogue of the Photovoice Exhibit, thus amplifying and 
extending the mothers and daughters’s voices about what it means to be a "healthy girl" and their perceived 
supports and barriers to girls' health in their community.”

Harmony Garden is a center for community research that addresses the individual and societal factors affecting the health, wellbeing and 
safety of girls and their families. Its long-term goal is to establish a collective community vision and action plan to achieve and sustain the 
physical, social, and emotional health of our region’s girls from birth through adolescence and to eliminate disparities that exist for urban and 
rural girls.

Art4Artists is a group of professional and community women artists who meet regularly at the Clifton Recreation Center to share their ideas 
and works, learn and experiment with new techniques and celebrate the importance of the arts in their every day lives.

Picturing a Healthy Girl   
photograps by teens and mothers; 12”x18” (see next 2 pages)
art works of various media and sizes by Art4Artists women artists (see next 2 pages)

Clifton Recreation Center 
brigid.brennan@cincinnati-oh.gov

"Students in recreation leader Brigid Brennan's art class, ages 6-12, worked on a 5’ high free standing model 
shaped as a swim noodle in a large T shirt. Their statement about the piece was: “She stands for justice and 
treating everyone the same. Please don't treat her like a doll or a model, just like one of us kids"."

Miss Just Us
mixed media sculpture with found and recycled objects; 
60”x36”x10”
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Diana GLOS: "Emerging" (20”x21”)
and
Enid (Mother): "Pick Me Up" (photo-
graph; 12”x18”)

Melissa SMITH: "Birds on a Wire" 
(16”x15”)
and
Kimberly (Teen): "Birds on a Wire" 
(photograph; 12”x18”)

“I see the crane as a representation of 
family values, the building blocks of an 
individual. To reach a goal, healthy girls 
need to have someone operating the 
crane and providing support.”

Carole DOUGLAS: "Crossroads" 
(14”x22”)

“My colors represent the diversity our 
lives can and should have. They are 
different, yet they go together. This 
is about relationships—romantic and 
friendship.”

and
Jenay (Teen): "Choices" (photograph; 
18”x12”)

““Choices begin very early in life, but 
going into the teen years the conse-
quences begin to carry more weight. 
Girls are finding their place in life.”

Ruth BANTA: "Healthy Girls All in a 
Row" (32”x29”) 

“These girls are working toward a bright 
future. When a girl has time to spend 
with her friends, this is healthy. They let 
her be who she is without holding her to 
her parents’ expectations. Junk food is 
a barrier to girls’ health. Marshmallows 
are calling my name more than fruit is.”

and
Morgan (Teen): "Girl Talk!" (photo-
graph; 12”x18”);
"Junk Food" (photograph; 12”x18”)
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Arnelle DOW: "Cut from the same 
Cloth: Pathways" (28.5”x25.5”) 

“Arches are like a giant umbrella of 
knowledge. They lead us through to 
places while providing a structure we 
can lean on.”

Jan THOMAS: "It’s Your Choice" 
(4”x9”x7”) 

Sharon WILSON: "Choices" 
(15”x12”x4.5”) 

“Living is always about changing and 
growing, reflecting the fight for changes 
in society and culture.”

and
Debby (Mother): "It Is Your Choice"  
(photograph; 12”x18”) 

“Your environment and people you 
encounter can be a support or barrier. 
Everybody goes different ways. The 
path you chose influences who you 
become.”

Lynne ZUCKER: “Ellie, Alyssa, Jessie, Alexia” 
(12.5”x29”)

Sally MURRAY: "Laughing Girl" 
(15”x13”) 

“My inspiration for “Laughing Girl” was 
the wonderful smile on the face of this 
beautiful girl. As moms, we need to 
remember what this sense of freedom is 
like and let it happen.”

and
Torry (Mother): "Freedom & Laughter"
(photograph; 18”x12”)

Pat BRUNS: “Time To Grow” 
(20.5”x14.5”x8”)
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InsideOut Studio
suzzyfish@aol.com

"InsideOut Studio, an initiative through the Butler County Board of Developmental Disabilities, provides an 
opportunity for artists with disabilities to produce, market, and receive an income from their art, while gaining 
confidence in their abilities. The member artists work with studio staff and visiting artists to express their visions 
and dreams in all types of mediums.
For this project, they were inspired by the 24 Rights of Persons with Developmental Disabilities, (Ohio revised 
code section 5123.62), and they chose 3 of the rights to be interpreted in glass and ceramic mosaic. The partici-
pating artists were: Tracy Miracle, Lynn Brannon, Jenny Hill, Jim Jones, Gina Fox, Doug Jones, Paul Thomas, 
David Smyth, Sarah Willis, Andrew Piercy, Hilda Simmons, Gary Clark, Jim Kramer, Bobbie Jo Robinson, 
Bonnie Savage, Dale Murphy, Melissa Smallwood, Alicia Jones, James Agee, Dick Greathouse, BJ Brown, 
Brandon Riley, Matt Hingsbergen, Jayne Lane."

Princeton Community Middle School
mrmatthewjreed@hotmail.com

"Mr. Matthew Reed’s seventh grade students studied the work of Keith Haring, an artist known for using simple 
cartoon-like images to communicate with the viewer. They were asked to draw something with a positive mes-
sage or to address a social issue with their art; they used white on black to emulate Haring's subway draw-
ings. The project gave them a better understanding of how art can be used as a vehicle for personal or politi-
cal expression. The student artists are: Ernesto Agustin; Asher Butler; Casche Copeland; Torin Davis; Brynne 
McGregor; Ruhshona Rajabova; Casey Rigney; Cheyenne Roscoe; Hannah Rust; Alexa Vonderhaar; Kayla 
Walker; Brittany Wall.” 
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Celebrate Our Individual Differences  
mosaic of handmade glass and ceramic tile with 
commercial tile; 18”x40” 

Everyone has the right to participate in the political 
process 
handmade ceramic tile mosaic, 22”x28” 

Everyone Deserves Nutritious, Healthy Food
mosaic of handmade tiles with commercial tile; 
34”x24"

white colored pencil on black paper drawings, each 12"x18"



Kennedy Heights Arts Center (KHAC) Photography Class
nataliehager@gmail.com

"Under the guidance of teaching artist Natalie Hager, 2 students at KHAC, Nicole Weidner, 15 years old, and 
Sally Lorbach. 12 years old, created photographs exploring the subjects of peace, justice, and modern day slav-
ery. They interviewed community members, researched and discussed modern day slavery on a local and inter-
national level and responded to what they learned by creating black and white darkroom film photography."

KHAC is a non profit organization that enhances the life of the surrounding community through arts and cultural experiences that embrace 
diversity, foster creativity and build community. 
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Nicole WEIDNER  

I Am (b&w photograph; 9”x11”)

“This photo is symbolism of what Christ did to 
enervate our anxiety and to bring comfort in 
knowing that He is always in control of every-
thing.”

Stand with Me (b&w photograph; 9”x11”)

“This portrait represents the effects and emo-
tions of people who have been forced into 
modern-day slavery.”

Still Searching (b&w photograph; 9”x11”)

“A different way to symbolize the difficult 
journey of finding equality in all parts of the 
world.”

Breathe Again (b&w photograph; 9”x11”) 

“The girl with extended arms symbolizes both 
peace and justice by her expression of prais-
ing God for setting her free from physical and 
emotional pain.”

From Sea to See (b&w photograph; 9”x11”)

“By everyone working and cooperating 
together, we can begin to see change in our 
world for the better.”

Sally LORBACH 

Hold on Together (b&w photograph; 9”x11”)

“This photo shows that we can 
overcome differences.”

Peace (b&w photograph; 7”x22”) 

“This is made of different photos to 
spell the word “P-e-a-c-e””

Flying Free (b&w photograph; 9”x11”)

“The dove represents peace. The 
sculpture was made by delegations 
from different countries.”  

Peace on Earth (b&w photograph; 9”x11”)

“Drawing by Ella Knellinger, age 8, 
to represent peace on earth.”



Public Allies and Kennedy Heights Arts Center (KHAC) 
samantha.robinson@theartswave.org; ourfuturenowkhac@gmail.com 

“‘Our Future, Now’ is a city-wide art project that explores the future, broadly defined, through the eyes of 
Cincinnati youth. The multi-media works included in the installation are “windows to the future” created by 5th 
through 8th grade students in Greater Cincinnati’s public, private, and vocational schools, as well as youth pro-
grams working under artist Cedric Michael Cox. The artwork represents the students’ hopes, fears, and aspira-
tions for themselves, their families, their neighborhood, the city of Cincinnati, and beyond.” 
“Our Future, Now” community partners include KHAC and Public Allies Cincinnati. 
KHAC was founded in 2003 to enhance the lives of children in Greater Cincinnati through arts and cultural experiences that embrace diver-
sity, foster creativity, and build community. 
Public Allies Cincinnati, an AmeriCorps leadership development program, advances new leaders to strengthen communities, nonprofits, and 
civic participation. In the spirit of community, these two organizations have organized a group of young leaders to plan and implement this 
city-wide art project. 

Our Future Now (also shown details)  
mixed media installation; 8’x50’x2’ 
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VISIONARIES & VOICES
jhermans@visionariesandvoices.com;www.visionariesandvoices.com

“Visionaries and Voices is an organization that provides a studio environment for artists with and without disabili-
ties to create art and exhibit. While in the studio, the artists often share conversations about their personal lives 
and the world they live in. Using their art they often go beyond their daily conversations, to reflect on the world, 
on what preoccupies them, and to share their concerns with the viewers.”

Kathy BRANIGAN 

“’Lion Number 1 One’ makes a statement about how 
people have to be brave like a lion to stand up for them-
selves. The lion has struggled to get up the ladder and 
on the wood platform where he can be strong; if he falls 
down he gets up and climbs the ladder again. This is 
the same for people who climb over and over again until 
justice is found.”
Kathy Brannigan is a craftswoman who often combines pen, ink, pen-
cil and paint in her intricately detailed work. Her subjects range from 
Micky Mouse and rocket ships to floral and fauna, brought to light 
through a cubist-meets blind-contour style. 

Lion Number 1 One  
pencil on paper; 16”x13”

David CALLAHAN 

“I am 56 years old. I have seizures that have limited the 
way I live. Because of them I lost my job at Kroger’s. 
However, due to The American Disabilities Act I have 
been able to go to school, work as an artist and live 
independently. The law created peace, justice and inde-
pendence for people like me.”
David Callahan works continually from painting to painting expressing 
a new story each time. His subject matter is inspired by the intensity 
of his dreams and vibrant imagination. Figures, faces, homes, trees 
and other living creatures emerge from his work. With his vibrant color 
palette his work suggests a style similar to the abstract style of Fauvist 
and German expressionist painters of the early 20th century.  

Memories of Me in My Past Life  
acrylic on panel; 17”x48”

Annie CALLAN

“Every man has a right to plea his case. Judges make 
decisions about how laws should be; but if you don’t like 
a law do something about it; you can vote to change it.”
Annie Callan’s minimal line and color wash work tells her story of 
important places she has been to and of historical events. She also 
likes to relax making whimsical work like rainbows. 

The Court House     
acrylic on panel; 24”x48” 

Courttney COOPER 

“Children are colored, painting and drawing pictures. 
They are playing in the park. They always do art. They 
grow to be healthy, strong, and super precious. Treat 
children super precious, there will be peace and justice.”  
Courttney Cooper is best known for his intricate drawings of landmarks 
of Cincinnati. He draws lifelike, accurate representations of his home-
town using only his memory as reference. Courttney also dabbles in 
sculpture, teaches art and has a keen interest in Cincinnati’s German 
heritage and its festivals.

Super Precious Children with Blessings and Praying  
ink/watercolor on paper; 14”x17”  
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Brian DOOLEY

“Money can get you the food you need. You make 
money from selling art. Money goes to the bank and 
you go to the girl and write Dooley on a receipt and she 
gives you the money.”
Brian Dooley has flourished as a painter and sculptor since 2006. 
He uses his love of cats, comics, and mortality as inspiration for his 
artwork. He is a mixed media artist incorporating the use of found 
objects. Brian is also expanding his skills set in metalwork, welding 
and plasma cutting.   

Dollar  
acrylic on panel; 48”x24”; 3 panels 

Jon JOHANSON

“Just like Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz, the people of 
New Orleans were misplaced by the storm and couldn’t 
go back. The officials there should have been better with 
the cleanup effort. People should have been compen-
sated for what they lost.”  
John Johanson layers color that unleashes energy through his painted 
lines. His work deals with his emotions centering on how he is treated, 
and respected.   

Reincarnation of the Tornado from the Wizard of Oz 
ink on panel; 16”x20” 

Jennifer KLEIN

“Circle of Love represents the relationship between peo-
ple and their pets and their love for each other. Animals 
are easier to love than people. Sometimes people fight. 
If they only could get along like they do with their pets 
the world would be a better place.”
Jennifer Klein mixes bright colors using oil pastel, collage, and acryl-
ics. The results depict whimsical animals and images that make strong 
statements about her feelings about relationships, fears, dreams and 
issues that affect her life. 

Circle of Love   
mixed media; 16”x20”

Barbara MORAN

“Train on way to Nazi death camp in 1944.”
Barbara Moran draws objects as people and through her art likes to 
show others what she sees. Drawing gives her a sense of control.  
Moran’s uniquely conceived, colorful drawings of personified traffic 
signals and cathedrals have been sold nationwide  She serves as a 
board member of the Autism National Committee. She is a recipient of 
the prestigious Herb Lovette Foundation Award. 

The Darkest Journey   
marker on paper; 20x 40” 

Rosemary PETROU

“The outcome of the whole world is in our hands. We 
can make decisions that can create harmony or cause 
ruin, that can affect the rest of humankind, other species 
and the environment. Joining together can make the 
world a better place.”
Rosemary Petrou has demonstrated realistic botanical artistry. She is 
self-taught and driven to produce fine art and crafts since childhood. 
Her considerable experience as a gardener and floral designer have 
strongly influenced her art. Her primary medium is pastel and acrylic; 
she is also well versed in watercolor. Recently, Rosemary has directed 
her energy toward mastering landscape painting.   

Weight of the World  
acrylic on panel; 48”x48”
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Michael REYNOLDS

“When a baby is born there is peace because peace 
is all the baby knows. We have come a long way with 
peace and justice in the time between Martin Luther 
King and Obama.”
Michael Reynolds draws with a pixilated line bringing people and 
images of hope to life.  He uses marker, pencil, and pastels. Michael’s 
passion is to make art as a means to communicate new beginnings 
and the joy of living right. 

Obama and Martin Luther  
ink on paper; 16”x20” 

The New Born      
mixed media on panel; 16”x20” 

Barbara RIDDLE

“Barack Obama is the 1st African American US 
President. He is the sexiest president in the world, cute 
in a suit and tie. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
for making Peace and Justice in the world. There was 
an important dinner; he was invited and they honored 
him.”
Barbara Riddle is a mixed media artist who incorporates found objects 
and text from world news, poetry, books, into her work. It can be col-
laged together by taping, stapling and glue. Statements about love, 
novels, holidays, politics and nature are prevalent in her work.  

Barack Obama’s Tea Set (shown detail) 
mixed media; 49”x27”x17”  

Braxton THOMAS

“The US and the UN fight for peace and justice. The 
Liberty Bell and the Statue of Liberty are our nation’s 
symbols for freedom. September 11th 2001 we lost the 
World Trade Center, our nations worst nightmare. We 
were going to stop tyranny for world peace.”
Thomas Braxton paints in acrylics and enjoys drawing with marker and 
pencil.  His work explores personal experiences and records historical 
events and images of flags.  

Justice Over the Ages     
ink on panel; 18”x24” 

Andrew THOMPSON

“The Knights of Templer deliver peace by carrying the 
Holy Grail to salvation. In honor of God, Knights carry 
out this tradition by helping non-profit groups meet 
people’s medical needs. They give back and help others 
thus creating peace and justice in our communities.”
Andrew Thompson has a propensity for paper making, heavy metal 
music, and camaraderie with his fellow artists. His papers are distinct 
in their lush texture and adventurous additives such as chili peppers 
and flower petals. His drawings of portraits and figures are reminiscent 
of the French and Italian artist Francesco Clemente.  His pencil work 
shows hesitation marks, and erased and redrawn area allowing the 
viewer to feel his intense energy. 

Knights Of Templer   
acrylic on panel; 28”x18”
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WESTWOOD Elementary, WINTON Montessori, KHAC/ Mt Washington 
cedricmcox@yahoo.com

"For the past two years Cedric Michael Cox has been a teaching artist for after school art programs at the 
Westwood Elementary, Winton Montessori, and Kennedy Heights Arts Center. This year he asked his students 
to create artwork based on social issues and concerns. He started the project by questioning what Peace and 
Justice meant to them and what were some of the domestic and global issues they were concerned about. Their 
responses came through their art work."

Malia TRINKA 

“Problems in the world today”
Malia Trinka  is a 5th grade student at Westwood Elementary, enrolled 
in the After School Art Club.

Problems in the World Today 
graphite on paper; 18”x24”

Deseree JACKSON 

“Bullies are not only in school but they’re on our streets”
Deseree Jackson  is a 5th grade student at Westwood Elementary, 
enrolled in the After School Art Club. 

Bully   
graphite on paper; 18”x24”

Deonna ARMSTRONG   
Jonesha CRUMBLEY 

“If we stand together we can save our world”
Deonna Armstrong and Jonesha Crumbley are 3rd grade students at 
Westwood Elementary, enrolled in the After School Art Club.

In This Together  
graphite on paper; 36”x40”

Adam RANTZ 

“I love nature”
Adam Rantz is an 8th grade student at enrolled in the KHAC Teen Art 
Class.

A World without Humans  
graphite on paper; 36”x53”
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Brandis BARNES 

"Stop Abortion!"
Brandis Baarnes is an 8th grade student enrolled in the KHAC out-
reach after school program at Mt Washington.

Stop Killing the Babies!  
graphite on paper; 12”x18”

Madison KIMBERLY

“When the water rises, what will we do?”
Madison Kimberly is an 6th grade student enrolled in the KHAC out-
reach after school program at Mt Washington.

Under Water  
graphite on paper; 18”x12”

Quahime WHITE 

“Don’t make mother nature mad. War is evil.”
Quahime White is an 3rd grade student at Winton Montessori enrolled 
in the After School Art Club. 

When Nature Strikes Back  
acrylic on paper; 14”x24 

Evil  
acrylic on paper; 14”x24”

Eric HORTON 

“Put the weapons away.”
Eric Horton is a 4th grade student at Winton Montessori enrolled in the 
After School Art Club. 

Stop Gang Violence  
acrylic on paper

Robin BALLEW  

“Help each other.” 
Robin Ballew is a 3rd grade student at Winton Montessori enrolled in 
the After School Art Club. 

Rescuing the Homeless 
graphite on paper; 12”x18” 
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Evan WASHINGTON  

“People should not kill and steal”
Evan Washington is a 3rd grade student at Winton Montessori enrolled 
in the After School Art Club. 

Give Me Your Money  
graphite on paper; 12”x18”

Amarion LYNN  

“People should not kill and steal”
Amarion Lynn is a 1st grade student at Winton Montessori enrolled in 
the After School Art Club. 

People Killing for Money  
graphite on paper; 12”x18”

Winton Hills Recreation Center 
lauri.aultman@cincinnati.oh-gov                              

“Under the guidance of art teacher 
Lauri Aultman the youth at Winton Hills 
Recreation Center used broken recre-
ation equipment and other art supplies 
to create a sculpture with moving arms. 
Tasha/Sanchez is thus a collaborative 
effort between Los Muchachos ("The 
Boys," Chaz, Zade, Nick, Ben, Marquez 
B., Marquez W., Montae, Vincent, 
Cameron, Craishawn, Markelly, Avantai, 
D'Marco, Keshawn, Jackson,Tristin, 
Keontae, Carmelo, Demetrion, 
Charles) and a group of girls (Iyana, 
Janah, Adreyanna, DeOvian, Kalieya, 
Ny-Aisha, Keizyiah, Montia, Tahsaiah). 
The groups learned the hard way what it 
is like to work on a collaborative project; 
they learned about compromise and tak-
ing different people's ideas to make one 
grand creation. They also wrote stories 
about their characters.  ” 
Tasha/Sanchez
mixed media kinetic sculpture
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For A Better World: SOS Art 
By Selena Reder

Saad Ghosn Mobilizes Hundreds of Artists Yet Again
Lady Liberty returns. Not the Neoclassical colossus on Liberty Island. It is the shrieking girl with the 
liberty spikes on the S.O.S. ART posters plastered all over downtown. S.O.S. ART is a rally cry for 
peace and justice, which began in March of 2003 just as the U.S. invaded Iraq. As President George 
W. Bush called up the troops for battle, S.O.S. founder Saad Ghosn sent out his distress call. S.O.S, a 
call for artists to make some noise. Hundreds answer the call each year.
Now in its eighth year, S.O.S. opened on Friday May 27 at the Art Academy of Cincinnati on Jackson 
Street in Over-the-Rhine. 85 artists and various school and community groups came together to show 
roughly 200 works of visual art. The exhibition kicked off with an artist talk followed by music and a 
potluck. Ghosn always frames this large exhibition around an opening and closing potluck. It is a warm 
welcome and thank you to the many participants.
Among the six days of events was Japanese dancer and choreographer Tadashi Kato’s performance  
Beyond Intolerance 2011. A bare chested man with lean muscles, a shock of spiky black hair and well-
worn silver pants recites a somber poem. Then he thrusts his body violently, using hyper-controlled 
movements of Butoh, a Japanese avant-garde protest dance. Kato drops into a ball on the stage. 
He alternates between rage and vulnerability. He grabs Katana and Wakizashi swords, lashing them 
around his whirling body.
“The piece prompts the audience to consider an option of transforming the flame of anger into prayer,” 
Kato writes in an email. This is his fifth year performing in S.O.S., driving in from West Virginia where 
he is an Associate Professor of Psychology at Fairmont State University.
In his seventh year exhibiting in S.O.S., painter and graphic designer Jimi Jones delivers work packed 
with tension, optimism and satire. In Crossing the Delaware oil on canvas, Jones references one of 
America’s best known satirical paintings, Grant Wood’s Daughters of Revolution. Jones passed by the 
painting many times in the Cincinnati Art Museum where you can often find him copying the masters.
“The daughters have always been so comical to me,” Jones says. Wood bristled at these aristocratic, 
meticulously coiffed ladies. To him the idea that the Daughters of the American Revolution could have 
anything to do with a revolution was absurd. Jones depicts these same three fussy broads with an 
application of burnt and raw umber, leaving the stark white canvas to fill in their flesh. Jones replaces 
their pursed lips, and disapproving glares with that brassy wink of former Alaska Governor Sarah 
Palin and the blubbering sobs of  conservative talk-show host Glenn Beck crying into his teacup. 
Jones draws from Wood’s painting even down to the wooden frame with gold trim around Washington 
Crossing the Delaware. The frame around Jones’ own painting is markedly similar.
In Jones’ painting Washington steers his men around the icy heads of Sarah Palin and Glenn Beck. 
They press on toward the monumental figure of Barack Obama. An inscription accompanying the 
painting reads: “The Delaware was to Washington as the Tea Party is to Obama. Washington won; 
Obama must win.”
Jones was born to exhibit in S.O.S ART. “I actually get to express what’s on my mind. Don’t have to 
worry about selling art. Don’t have to worry about the audience accepting it for what it is,”  he tells me 
over plates of breakfast at Parkside Cafe. “It’s like a blessing to us artists who do political art because 
quite frankly there’s not a big audience for political art in the 21st century. I just hope Saad keeps 
doing it. He’s spectacular. Saad and Bill get so much work done it’s just amazing.”
One wall of the S.O.S. gallery explores what it means to “grow a healthy girl.” That is the mission of 
the non-profit HARMONY GARDEN. Pat Bruns and Judith Harmony, Ph.D. with HARMONY GARDEN



gave cameras to girls and mothers living in Price Hill. Their assignment was to photograph images of 
what makes a healthy girl. HARMONY gave these photos to the group Art4Artists in Clifton who made 
work in response. 
Teenager Morgan shot the photos Girl Talk! and Food. She snapped a candid photo of three girls laugh-
ing at their lockers. “When a girl has time to spend with her friends she is healthy. They let her be who 
she is without holding her to her parents’ expectations,” Morgan writes. The second photo is a close-up 
shot of bags of chips and popcorn. “Junk food is a barrier to girls’ health. Marshmallows are calling my 
name more than fruit is.” Most of us can relate. 
Fiber artist Ruth Banta turns Morgan’s junk food dilemma on its head. In a funky quilt titled Healthy 
Girls All in a Row 16 plastic dolls wear their junk food vices. Their dresses, skirts and pants are sculpted 
from candy wrappers, creating hip, wearable art. Banta is a collector and recycler of objects. The dolls 
are from the Dollar Store. The quilt is strung together with telephone wire as if it is a line of communica-
tion linking the girls. Banta’s crazy quilt is a wild and vibrant response to the question of what it takes to 
grow a healthy girl.
Another artist working with found objects is Banta’s daughter Debbie Brod. Yangtze Lace Mandala a 
mixed-media laser-cut on rubber, demonstrates Brod’s affinity for collection. The mandala is composed 
of plastic toys and gingko leaves, and is cut from a piece of roofing rubber.
“It really reminded me of dolphin skin!” Brod says of the roofing rubber. In an email she explains she 
experimented with black rubber discarded from her roof because she wanted to use recycled materi-
als. “But it smelled awful, and I didn’t want this element to overwhelm the piece.” So, she chose silk 
for a white Mandala in her Unbrided exhibit at Weston Art Gallery, and black silk for a mandala in the 
Art Academy’s 20 YEARS/20 ARTISTS exhibit. This small rubber section on display in S.O.S. is a test 
piece representing the upper right corned of the mandala.
“I feel the top right quarter is optimistic, idealistic — a future-oriented placement,” Brod writes. Interest-
ing when considering her work is a memorial to China’s Yangtze River dolphin, America’s passenger 
pigeon and all other extinct animals.
“I’ve been feeling more and more [like an] activist, but I’m just beginning to fold these feelings into my 
work, and to allow them to become the ‘drivers’ of the work,” she remarks.
“I really believe in Saad’s cause, his reasons for doing this show. Saad exemplifies the equanimity, 
openness, and gentleness he advocates. He’s bravely exposing ‘the other side’ of Cincinnati, the ‘activ-
ist’ side that somehow seems pretty well-hidden here, and with enough momentum, [he is] creating a 
community of people of social conscience,” Brod writes.
For a third year, artists with Visionaries and Voices have taken the opportunity S.O.S. provides to share 
deeply personal work. “It’s a time for the artists to reveal personal preferences and thoughts about their 
life, personal freedoms, and politics,” says Nick Paddock, Marketing Director with V&V. The organiza-
tion supports more than 100 local artists with disabilities in their goal of exhibiting and promoting their 
work.
David Callahan’s large acrylic painting Memories of Me in My Past Life is dancing with vibrant color and 
bold shapes. Eight human subjects converse against a fiery orange sky. A few large sweeps of orange 
paint seem to make up the dominating background over-which he lays his figures. Some have orange 
faces, outlined with a thick black contour to delineate figure from background. Others have black and 
blue faces, Elvis pompadours and Blues Brothers glasses. Some have bodies that walk in a minty 
green landscape, while others are floating heads, hovering above the trees. The figures may be Calla-
han with his friends and family, or they may be various incarnations of the artist himself.
In his artist statement Callahan writes: “I am 56 years old. I have seizures that limit the way I live. 
Because of them I lost my job at Kroger’s. However, due to the Americans With Disabilities Act I have 
been able to go to school, work as an artist and live independently. The law created peace, justice and 
independence for people like me.” It is a powerful statement of personal freedom and perseverance.
Paddock’s own work for S.O.S. is also an intensely personal look at human struggle. Paddock, who 
has worked with V&V since 2008, presents Thailand an Intaglio print completed in 2001. Paddock tells 
me in an email that he was in Thailand during 9/11. From his hotel room, thousands of miles away, he 
watched the towers fall again and again on television. In his gallery statement he writes “The intense 
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web images and newspaper articles in the lobby of the hotel were the only American connection I had.”
Those intense web images actually appear as a tangled web of images in his print. A sinuous face, half 
human, half bird appears shattered, like shards of broken glass. In its fractured beak is the word “torn” 
written backward again and again. Across from a map of the U.S. is the figure of a man, pinned into a 
corner, by a swirl of shapes. The windows of a skyscraper are behind him as he appears to fall into a pit 
of black smoke and flames.
“The figure pushing back against the debris is a metaphor for life. Sometimes I have to push back to 
survive and succeed,” Paddock writes. The figure becomes both a victim of 9/11 and human fighting 
day-to-day for survival and success.
Much like Ghosn, Cedric Michael Cox has his hands in everything. An artist, musician and art educa-
tor, the list of after school programs he is involved in is so long even he confuses himself trying to name 
them all to me. He has worked as a studio coordinator with Visionaries and Voices, a project manager 
with Artworks and has executed art educational projects at the Cincinnati Art Museum, the Weston Art 
Gallery and the Contemporary Arts Center among others.
“One thing I do try to pass on to my students is that the more personal you make something the more 
universal it becomes,” Cox explains in a phone conversation. “I tried articulating the black experience 
when I was in college, and appropriating African imagery. I thought that was what being a black artist 
was about. It wasn’t until I realized what wasn’t me that I realized what was me. I’m a musician, I like 
rhythm and hard edges. I like where I live, these are my monuments. So, now I tell my students make it 
about yourself.”
Cox works with the YMCA and UC’s Cincy Afterschool programs teaching art classes to children and 
teens from Westwood Elementary, Mt. Washington School, the Kennedy Heights Art Center, and Win-
ton Montessori. Cox challenged his students to focus on drawing solely in black and white for some of 
the work on display in S.O.S. ART.
“Black and white is a bold way to articulate a message when color just distracts from your message,” 
Cox says. Eighth grader Adam Rantz with the Kennedy Heights Art Center envisioned A World Without 
Humans. In his graphite drawing zebras, fish and flying squirrels co-exist peacefully, and in a world 
without humans of course they all smile. The drawing is ambitious, with a great amount of detail given 
to each animal. It appears Rantz applied texture to the ground by doing a rubbing with the graphite, and 
drawing with his eraser to render the tall grass.
Quahime White, a third grader at Winton Montessori, was head strong and it shows in his work. He in-
sisted on color despite Cox’s instruction to draw in black and white. His paintings Evil and When Nature 
Strikes Back are full of chaos. He scrawls “evil” in big black letters on an army tank firing on a civilian. 
In Nature Strikes Back a volcano appears to devour everything in its path, setting tiny black human fig-
ures on fire. White states his messages quite clearly “war is evil” and “don’t make mother nature mad.”
Ghosn really loves these works by the children in S.O.S. ART. Walking through the gallery with him he 
is so animated. He zips through each room, eager to share stories and shower compliments on each 
and every piece in the show. Ghosn’s own work reminds me of what Cox says about the power of black 
and white, and the bold messages it conveys. Ghosn’s woodcut prints are commentaries on the hor-
rors of war, the greed of capitalism and also his love for the peace and harmony we share in America. 
In Flag I and Flag II the American flag is surrounded by disparate images. Flag I has money signs and 
bombs in place of stars, and is surrounded by coffins and barbed wire. Flag II white doves and hearts 
replace the stars on a flag framed by figures holding hands.
“Should the flag be associated with money and military power, and therefore isolation and destruc-
tion” Ghosn writes “or with love and peace, and as a result community power? The choice is not only 
determined by our government, but most importantly, by everyone one of us, involved and committed 
citizens.” This in part, is what S.O.S. facilitates. It is about empowering the artist and the community to 
choose peace and justice.
I recall from this, and past years of covering S.O.S., meeting Ghosn in the gallery in the hot summer 
weather. I feel his damp shirt and the sweat in his mustache as he kisses my cheek. Isn’t he exhaust-
ed? But no, he is not at all tired. He wants more. He wants S.O.S. to grow. In the future Saad may seek 
out grant money to make S.O.S ART a non-profit, perhaps add staff, and offer workshops year-round. 
For now, he is one man mobilizing hundreds of people.
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