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SOS ART annual art show and event of sociopolitical expressions for peace and justice was held 
for the fifth consecutive year at the Art Academy of Cincinnati, downtown Cincinnati, from May 25 to 
June 3, 2007.

In addition to the 100 plus visual artists, 31 poets, 10 musicians and musical groups, and  
many performers, the art show included again this year, art works by school children, all grades, from 
local and private schools and after-school programs (Cincinnati Recreation Centers). The childrens’ 
added voices broadened the dialogue and in many instances pointed to the immediacy and poignancy 
of the problems our society faces. Through the children, schools and parents became part of SOS ART.

As in previous years, the issues addressed by artists were quite broad covering all aspects of peace 
and social justice; most were statements about our society, our city, our world, and how to make them 
better.

Again in 2007, SOS ART achieved its goals not only 
by giving artists a venue to express themselves and be 
heard, but also by providing them and the viewers an 
opportunity to exchange, challenge, educate, strengthen 
their own voices, and break their isolation by building a 
community of sharing and trusting individuals. The SOS 
ART event included presentations and panel discussions 
(The Iraq War and its regional context; The Death Pen-
alty), documentary movies, performances, dances, poetry 
readings, etc., on topics pertaining to peace and justice, 
on what hinders them, and also on what promotes them. 
The art show and the event keep growing every year with 
more viewers, more participating artists bridging various 
art expressions, and more media exposure. We hope that 
SOS ART 2008, scheduled for May-June 2008, will con-
tinue to build on this solid basis and that its messages of 
peace, justice, love and tolerance will again prevail and 
will become part of Cincinnati’s daily life.

Sincere thanks to everyone who directly or indirectly 
contributed to its success and to the dissemination of its 
messages. Special thanks to Gary Gaffney and Bill Howes 
who were instrumental in planning the event; to Kirk May-
hew who helped installing the show; to Robert Inhuman 
and Colin Murray who organized, scheduled and orches-

trated the musical performances; and last but not least to Andrew Au without the help and the skills of 
whom this book would not have been possible.

Hope to see everyone again at SOS ART 2008. Until then, please keep the messages of peace and 
social justice loud and alive.

With gratitude,

Saad Ghosn, SOS ART organizer



Trenet Worlds
Nina Wright 
David Young
Alex Zatik 

MUSICIANS

DJ Empirical 
Evolve 
Maurice Mattei
Mavis Concave
Moxy
Realicide
Zeinab Schwen 
Soundclick.com/
Lastboppers

POETS

Robyn Allgeyer
Leah Aronoff
Mahnaz Badihian
Valerie Chronis Bicket
Rita Bosel
Bob Bullock
Donelle Dreese
Adam Elfers
Patricia Garry 
Anni Gibson
Susan Glassmeyer
Susan Harrington
Joy Haupt
Michael Henson
Sue Neufarth Howard
Nancy Johanson
Jerry Judge
Linda Kleinschmidt
Carol Laque
Richard Luftig
Larry Mabry
Neil Marks
Mike Murphy
Kathy Neus
Rhonda Pettit
Armando Romero
Linda Ann Schofield
Janet Self
Jean Syed
Victor Velez
Kathy Wade

2

ARTISTS

Barbara Ahlbrand
Char Allen
Farron Allen
Andrew Au
Lauri A. Aultman
Kevin Barbro
Alex Bennett
Amy Bogard
Jim Bono
Terry Leonard Carter 
Jeff Casto 
Amanda M. Checco
Jan Brown Checco 
Catherine Chiara
Halena Cline
Dave Cobb
Holland Davidson
Scott Donaldson
Jen Eastridge
Joan  Effertz   
Heidi Endres
Elizabeth Farians
Mallory Feltz   
Dorothy Gehres 
Fraembs
Gary Gaffney
Barbara S. Gamboa
Stephen R. Geddes
Saad Ghosn
Timothy J. Gold
Charles Grund
Michelle Goldman
Wayne Hambrick 
Stephen Herero
Evan Hildebrandt
Mary Ann Hobson 
Kim Holland
Sue Neufarth Howard        
Sandy Howley
Jimi Jones
Larry  Jones 
Dyah Kartikawening
Suzanne Kehr
Aaron Kent
Martine Khadr- Van 
Schoote
Lonna D. Kingsbury
Berta Lambert
Steven Paul Lansky
Mary Ann Lederer
Kenneth Leslie
Cynthia Lockhart

Thomas G. Lohre, Jr.
Julie Lonneman
Kiyomi Masuda
Maurice Mattei
Kirk Mayhew 
Gloria Mcconnaghy
Joe Mellett
William Messer  
Paul Mitchell
Jason Nein
Mary-Jane Newborn
Kurt Nicaise
Carrie M. Nixon
Kristen Olsen  
Elizabeth Otten 
James Pendery   
Kelly Phelps
Kyle Phelps
Thomas R. Phelps
Caroline M. Pyle, Jr
Ayla Rapoport
Matt Reed  
David Michael Rice
Uta Rietmann
Wolfgang A. Ritschel
Thomas Rush
Bekka Sage   
Alan Sauer 
SCATTERBRAIN            
Christian Schmit                   
Mark Shafer
Thom Shaw
Sheila 
Alison Shepard  
Jim Shupert, Jr
Billy Simms
Sandra Small
Elizabeth Smith
P.K. Smith
Ned Stern
Joe Stoner                   
Emily Storch
Kurt Storch
Fred Tarr
Timothy M. Tatman 
Ron Thomas
Michael Todd
Derek Toebbe
Paul Tribble
Jennifer Ustick
Leigh A. Waltz
Fran Watson  
Frederick Wessel
Paige Wideman

Published in 2008 by Ghosn Publishing 
ISBN 978-0-9758604-9-6

PERFORMERS

Ayla Rapoport, Joy Bostick, 
Laura Dejean, Rachel 
Drum, Anna Jackson, 
Caelyn Nagle: “Pinning 
the Conscience” 
Idrissa Ekundayo: “When 
Dey Left” and “Cho's 
Alter Ego” 
Leigh Waltz:  
“ADNAGAPORP” 
Tadeshi Kato, dancer, and 
Elizabeth Landis, solo 
violinist: “Beyond Chains” 
Pure Dance: “Circle 
Dance” 
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Friday May 25
6:00pm: Opening
7:30pm: Artists walk-thru with commentaries on 
art works
9:00pm: Reception and Entertainment (“Pinning 
the Conscience” performance by Ayla Rapoport,  
songs by Zeinab Schwen and jazz music by 
Soundclick.com/Lastboppers)

Saturday May 26
7:00pm: Conversations for Peace Panel Discus-
sion:  “The Iraq war and its regional context” 
moderated by Michelle Goldman with Muthar Al-
Ubaidi, Mahi Sadeghi, Abdulla Adib, Thor Jacobs
9:30pm: Music: DJ Empirical; Moxy; Mavis Con-
cave; Evolve; Realicide

Sunday May 27
2:00pm: Poetry reading facilitated by Jerry Judge
4:00pm: Documentary movie: “Iraq for Sale”

Friday June 1
7:00pm: Panel discussion: “The Death Pen-
alty” moderated by Sister Alice Gerdeman with 
Howard Tolley, Michael Shyrock, Julie Przybysz, 
Jeffrey Gamso 
8:30pm: Documentary movie on the Death Pen-
alty: “Deadline” 

Saturday June 2
7:00pm: Poetry reading facilitated by Michael 
Henson
9:00pm: Multimedia Performances:
 “When Dey Left” and “Cho's Alter Ego” with 
Idrissa Ekundayo
 “Beyond Chains” with Tadeshi Kato, dancer and 
Elizabeth Landis, solo violinist
“ADNAGAPORP” with Leigh Waltz
 “Circle Dance” with Pure Dance

Sunday June 3
4:00pm: Wrap up of event; Artists’ feedback and 
discussion
5:00pm: Closing reception with music entertain-
ment by “Maurice Mattei”

Gallery Hours:
Tuesday - Thursday: 9:00am - 9:00pm 
Friday and Saturday: 9:00am - 12:00am 
Sunday: 12:00pm - 6:00pm 
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Char ALLEN
charallen@fuse.net

“Every one needs to work for peace. 
Let’s accept the differences in our 
neighbors, talk to our neighbors, read 
about differences, pray, do some-
thing! Like the various metal beads 
in my piece, we are all different. Let’s 
rejoice in our diversity!”

Char Allen, a single woman, a mother, a grand-
mother, an artist who has done art all her life, 
was not professionally trained until in her 40s. 
Char has been blessed by a wonderful family, 
and a profession as a nurse only given up due 
to disability. Her current life is enriched daily 
by teaching at Visionaries and Voices. She has 
always been politically and socially active, car-
ing about the individual and the entire world.

“911”     
paint on canvas, 72”x36”

Peace is Power 
painting and sculpture, 36”x36”

Barbara AHLBRAND
b.ahlbrand@fuse.net

“The blue in my painting represents 
the water of baptism and the void 
of space; life as we know it is rep-
resented by the large submerged 
baby's head; and the space baby 
is the uncertainty of the future and 
the human compulsion to endure. 
The title references the Book of 
Genesis.”

Barbara Ahlbrand is a longtime Greater 
Cincinnati artist who studied at NKU and 
under Aileeen F. McCarthy of Covington, KY. 
Barbara is a frequent contributor to the local 
arts scene; her work is part of many private 
collections.

Day 8                 
oil on canvas, 46”x34"



Farron ALLEN
farron.allen@uc.edu

“My pieces deal with the idea 
of covering up; one must study 
and look hard to discover all the 
layers. What a better introduc-
tion to the current leadership in 
our country!”

After earning a bachelor’s degree in Social 
Work (1979) and a BFA in Sculpture and 
Graphic Design (1988) from West Virginia 
University, Morgantown, Farron Allen 
received in 1990 an MFA in Sculpture from 
UC. Farron currently teaches sculpture 
foundry at UC.

Buried Skeleton (also shown detail)
mixed media, 48”x17”

Fragile Skeleton (also shown detail) 
mixed media, 28”x27”

Andrew AU
rotor242@yahoo.com

“The hypocritically proclaimed lead-
ers of the ‘Culture of Life’ represent 
an agenda of death and oppression 
to me. I wanted to see and show the 
fragility and mortality of these four 
powerful men and see them as one 
would see a victim of war; to feel 
compassion toward them.”

Andrew Au is an artist who has been work-
ing with socio-political themes for several 
years. He is an Assistant Professor of Art at 
Miami University, Middletown, OH. He recently 
returned to the Cincinnati area after having 
experienced Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans 
in 2005.

War Council : Culture of Life: George           
digital print, 12”x9”

War Council: Culture of Life: Dick     
digital print, 12”x9”

War Council : Culture of Life: Donald       
digital print, 12”x9”

War Council: Culture of Life: Paul                 
digital print, 12”x9”
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Lauri A. AULTMAN
laauri@aol.com

“Working with inner city youth and 
teens, I dread the day when I will turn 
on the TV and see that one of my 
students has killed or has been killed. 
And I still think that everyone can 
make a difference!”

Lauri Aultman teaches yoga and art at North 
Avondale Recreation Center. She also writes 
and illustrates children's books.
 
Wye Kill?  
mixed media, 28”x28” 

Kevin BARBRO 
barbrokw@netscape.net

“My prints focus on the built envi-
ronments of our commodity cul-
ture and the dystopia they create, 
ideologically and physically. They 
explore the geographic environ-
ment and its effects on us. We are 
inundated by visual symbols that 
create and characterize how we 
view and experience the world. My 
prints examine the intersections of 
cultural representation through the 
logic of consumerism and the visual 
language of urban landscapes.”

Kevin Barbro graduated from the Fine Art 
program at UC in 2006. He currently lives 
in Tucson, AZ, working on an MFA at the 
University of Arizona. Kevin’s work focuses 
on various social and political concerns and 
issues that effect and shape all our lives.

Bleed 
collograph and screen print, 24”x18” 
 
Repeat 
collograph and screen print, 24”x18”



Amy BOGARD   
amesb@cinci.rr.com

“The word Peace needs to become 
more than just a word in our world 
today. If we, as human beings, can 
come to terms with the physical-
ity of Peace, perhaps there is a 
chance that it may once again pre-
vail in our modern day culture. At 
the very essence of this concept of 
Peace is the need to learn what it 
can look and feel like in languages 
and cultures different from our 
own.”

Amy Bogard lives and works in Amberley vil-
lage with her family. She is a 2005 graduate 
of UC DAAP’s Art Program with a  concen-
tration in Sculpture. Amy spends as much 
time as possible outside, preferably with her 
dog at her side. Her other current obses-
sions are Irish Music, Puppetry and Drawing.

In Any Language 
mixed media, 24”x48”x6”

(5 cast hands each spelling one letter of “PEACE” 
in American Sign Language; from each hand 
hangs a piece of fabric with the word “peace” in 
other languages) 
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Jim BONO 
jlbo@zoomtown.com 
 
“We all love our electronics but a 
less visible effect of rapid obsoles-
cence is the dumping of outdated 
electronics into our landfill. My 
sculptures, created from discarded 
circuit boards, have a social mes-
sage. ‘Global Warming’, is made 
from board fragments and a lamp-
shade tilted at the earth’s 26.5 
degree angle. ‘Wired for Failure’, 
depicts the dismal result of the 
unjustified war in Iraq.” 
 
Retired Research Fellow from P&G with 
Chemical Engineering and BFA degrees. 
Married to Kaye, 40 years, 2 sons, 3 grand-
sons, and a beagle Chloe. Currently Product 
Development Consultant with YourEncore, 
Inc., with P&G, General Mills, and Unilever 
as clients. Also does artwork commissions. 
 
Global Warming 
circuit boards and found objects, 18”x10”x10”   
 
Wired for Failure 
circuit boards and found objects,16”x16” 



Terry Leonard CARTER  
barrywhitependletonstudent@yahoo.com

“Whatever we can do to promote 
change in the way we think and live 
is badly needed. Our destructive 
lifestyles and practices are chang-
ing life to its worst: youth are kill-
ing each other; due to lack of job 
opportunities individuals resort to 
the streets and commit crime, tak-
ing away their means of supporting 
themselves and their families. Art 
should reflect these social matters. 
My ceramic sculptures represent 
what I view are major destructive 
practices endangering the exis-
tence of the black Culture.”

Terry Leonard Carter, 52 year old, is a full 
time student at Cincinnati State. He prays 
that through his graphics and communica-
tion skills he can somehow make a small 
difference, by making people think about the 
world they have helped to create.

The Ten Deadly Sins of the Black Culture   
11 ceramic sculptures, variable sizes, 8”x11”, 
14”x14”, 17”x6” 

Jeff CASTO  
jeff.casto@cincinnatilibrary.org

“Government propaganda and 
media hype have created a dan-
gerous social climate in America 
-- one of panic and paranoia. 
Fear has replaced hope and ven-
geance has become a form of 
diplomacy.”

Jeff Casto, 43, born in West Virginia, has 
lived in Cincinnati since 1982. He has an 
MFA in Painting from the University of 
Cincinnati. His work fuses painting with 
sculpture, found objects with two dimen-
sional design and personal concerns with 
social issues. Jeff has exhibited through-
out the Mid West and in NYC. His work 
is included in several public and private 
collections.

Folly of the Fearful 
mixed media construction, 38”x35”x6”
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Amanda Marie CHECCO 
amandamchecco@gmail.com

“My Japanese pop-inspired image 
is a reflection about the processed 
and chemicals-containing foods we 
eat daily and their effects on the 
body.”

Amanda Checco is a recent graduate of 
Miami University where she specialized in 
printmaking and European Cinema.

Untitled 
giclee on paper, 30”x20” 
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Jan Brown CHECCO  
jan@brownchecco.com

“When our brains no longer allow 
us access to our memories, who do 
we become? Are we like the infants 
we were before we knew how to do 
things for ourselves, before we had 
acquired experiences to remem-
ber? This strange reversal of mind 
affects 10% of over 65 & 50% over 
85. It is important to understand 
it, and to support development of 
treatments for both the “departing” 
individual and their families.”

Jan Brown Checco works in a variety of 
communities around the world producing 
public art with 2D and 3Dl mediums. This 
inclusive teaching/learning methodology 
provides a unique state of collective mind, 
a constant flow of new ideas and sustained 
relationships. Jan also designs and builds 
commissioned ceramic mural works in her 
Cincinnati studio.

Forgetting to Remember – Alzheimers Among Us 
(also shown details) 
mixed media installation, 72”x36”x30”  



Catherine CHIARA 
catherinechiara@yahoo.com

“There will be no world peace until 
all humans learn to respect even 
the smallest creatures on earth.”

Catherine Chiara; born in Cincinnati, OH, 
March 28, 1968. Attended Orange Coast 
College in Costa Mesa, CA. Self taught 
painter. Work in private and corporate col-
lections. Currently focuses on blending her 
love of fashion and sewing with her fine art 
painting.

Stop! You’re Killing the Bees   
oil on canvas, 16”x20” 

Halena CLINE 
ulx110@one.net

“’Reason’ is reason betrayed -- a 
satirical montage on the actions 
of our present White House. The 
painting was finished before the 
actual invasion of Iraq. The eagle 
dressed in a semblance of harle-
quin attire with cowboy boots run-
ning amok, represents the US and 
its ambitious hegemonic crusade to 
invade Iraq. In the opposing image, 
the mouth of an alligator squeezes 
the face of a woman chosen to 
depict reason, thus rendering her 
helpless to avert the inevitable.”

Halena Cline, a local artist, has exhibited her 
work widely, locally and nationally.

Reason     
watercolor and ink, 48”x64”

10



Holland DAVIDSON 
hollanddavidson@roadrunner.com 

“There’s a dark and troubled side 
of life 
There’s a bright, there’s a sunny 
side too 
Tho we meet with darkness and 
strife 
The sunny side we may also view 
Keep on the sunny side, always on 
the sunny side, 
Keep on the sunny side of life” 
(Traditional blue grass song)

Holland Davidson moved to Cincinnati in 
1983. Her work has been featured often 
in local and regional exhibits and is in the 
permanent collection of the Cincinnati Art 
Museum.

Keep on the Sunny Side   
mixed media on canvas, 30”x40”

Scott DONALDSON 
sdonaldson@fuse.net

“’The Anarchist’ depicts Jeff 
Monson, a Freeform Martial Arts 
Champion, a non violent anarchist 
and pacifist made notorious for 
wearing an assassinate Bush t-
shirt. Prompted by the events at 
Virginia Tech, ‘American Happiness’ 
is about America’s love of guns and 
violence and its inability to pass 
effective gun laws.”

Scott Donaldson, MFA in Theater Arts from 
U of Minnesota (1982), worked as a set 
designer and scene painter, then as an 
exhibit designer (Field Museum of Natural 
History, Ohio Historical Society, National 
Underground Railroad and Freedom Center 
in Cincinnati, the Tech Museum of Innovation 
in San Jose, Ca). In 2003 Scott began a 
career as an artist and has shown his art 
widely. In 2005 he received an Individual 
Artist Grant from the city of Cincinnati.

The Anarchist 
acrylic on canvas, 60”x30”

American Happiness                               
acrylic on canvas, 30”x30” 
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Jen EASTRIDGE 
jen@jenergy.com

“In 2004, Rex Baum was beaten 
ruthlessly to death by 3 teens for 
no reason; the crime weapon was 
the very pipe (and baseball bat) he 
kept at his campsite for protection. 
Teen-on-homeless violence is an 
increasing national problem. The 
attackers are almost always boys, 
peer pressure and mob mentality 
sweeping away caution, and par-
ents not suspecting their children 
capable of such actions. "

Jen Eastridge earned a BFA in Art History 
and Museum Studies from the Art Academy 
of Cincinnati. She creates work in many 
mediums exploring color and texture. The 
simplicities that fascinate and entertain 
her as a person, drive her as an artist.  “I 
will pick up paints on one day and torches 
on another… My chisels chip, my brushes 
paint, my torches solder, but it is me…my 
energy…my work…my love.”  

Sport Killing 
mixed media, 30”x12”x12” 

Joan  EFFERTZ    
joan.effertz@gmail.com

“My two works are part of a sequel, God 
is Old, which explores the role religion 
plays in the world today and questions 
what, within us, creates good and evil. 
In ‘Shadow’ a bird in mid-air casts a 
shadow. In many religions and cultures 
the bird is seen as a spiritual messenger 
and the shadow as an archetype of the 
unconscious material we carry in us. The 
top of ‘The Big Plunge’, represents heav-
ens, the bottom hell and the middle a fall-
ing angel. In this allegory we seek con-
tact with the divine but are turned away 
by the negative of our own natures.”  

Joan Effertz; MFA, Printmaking, Pratt Institute; 
MA, Art Education, UC; BA, Art and Psychology; 
Teacher (art, reading and Paideia coach), Cincinnati 
Public Schools.

Shadow 
mixed media, 7"x5" 
 
The Big Plunge 
assemblage, 9"x3"
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Heidi ENDRES 
endresh@nku.edu

“In my print 2 baboons, our distant 
relatives, fight over a piece of meat, 
a dead Zebra in the background. 
Was it a grave mistake for our 
remote ancestors to cross the bar-
rier between herbivore and carni-
vore? Has the surge in protein and 
brainpower brought out the uglier 
side of our nature?” 

Heidi Endres is a native Kentucky print-
maker and instructor at Northern Kentucky 
University.

Meat Fight 
silkscreen, 18”x24”

Elizabeth FARIANS   
Alex ZATIK 
ejf.ape@juno.com

“If we are to live in peace we must 
treat the animals with the attention 
and respect due to them as other 
nations with whom we share the 
earth.”

Elizabeth Farians: Author of poem; Pioneer 
Woman Theologian; Veteran Feminist, 
Animal Person.

Alex Zatik: Artist of the Lamb (with the help 
of Hilary Leeman and Erica Weitzel); Senior 
at Xavier University, majoring in Political 
Science.

Mary’s Lamb 
mixed on poster board, with poem, 30”x20” 
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Dorothy Gehres FRAEMBS 
dorothyfraembs@fuse.net

“During the turbulent 60’s and 
70’s, I did social commentary 
assemblages. When I was a child, 
I wondered how it felt to be a per-
son who had seen 2 wars. As I 
approach my 80th year, I know how 
it feels to watch war after war after 
war. It feels sad. In ‘Hawks and 
Doves’ avian symbols depict the 
conflict of thinking and feeling in a 
time of war. The ’Bird of Peace’ is 
unfortunately ill-fated.”

After several years as an illustrator in 
a Chicago Ad agency, Dorothy Gehres 
Fraembs married and started illustrating for 
a youth themed encyclopedia, then for GE-
ANPD. Dorothy’s children were her greatest 
and most treasured learning experiences 
along with teaching Comart to high school 
juniors.

Hawks and Doves 
mixed media, 26”x26”x26” 
 
Bird of Peace (detail) 
mixed media, 10”x12”

Gary GAFFNEY 
ggaffney@artacademy.edu

“In ‘All-American Anatomy’, a col-
lage on paper, I use the context of 
an anatomical drawing to comment 
on the consumer aspect of self-
image in America.”

Gary Gaffney, a professor at the Art 
Academy of Cincinnati, works in a range of 
media. He has work in museums, universi-
ties and corporate collections and has exhib-
ited nationally and internationally. Gary is not 
afraid to tackle big questions in his work.

All-American Anatomy (also shown detail)  
collage, 42”x30” 
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Barbara S. GAMBOA 
bsgamboa@yahoo.com

“’Premeditation’ speaks to our treat-
ment of one another. Dolls repre-
sent the vulnerability of the human 
psyche, body and soul. We’re so 
powerful and wicked, yet so inno-
cent and weak. ‘Good Ship Fidelity’ 
represents a slave boat of Barbie 
dolls.”

Born in Selma, AL, and raised in Cincinnati, 
Barbara Gamboa is a mother, retired teacher 
and US Army Veteran.

Premeditation 
installation and photographs, photos vary in size: 
24”x36”, 30”x30"

Good Ship Fidelity (also shown detail) 
mixed media, 48”x30”x20” 
 
 

Stephen R. GEDDES
slgeddes@cinci.rr.com

“A ku klux  klan hood with a gap-
ing mouth full of  tyranosaurus rex 
teeth suggests that while extinction 
is forever, it may sometimes have 
an up side.”

After receiving an MFA from Ohio U, 
Stephen Geddes worked as an Artist in 
Residence for the Kentucky Commission on 
the Arts, then in Cincinnati for the toy indus-
try as a product sculptor. Stephen continues 
his fine art work with numerous exhibitions; 
he is currently concerned with head forms in 
carved wood and forged metal. Influenced 
by years of industrial involvement these 
pieces reflect the often uncomfortable inter-
face between the mechanical and biomor-
phicworlds. 
 
Klanosaurus Rex 
carved polychromed wood, 22”x8”x9
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Saad GHOSN 
saad.ghosn@uc.edu

“My prints are about our govern-
ment’s lies and hypocrisy and about 
the need for a change. By lying 
openly and shamelessly, our presi-
dent is setting new ‘honesty’ stan-
dards for generations to come. Our 
wait for a change can be paralyz-
ing, especially if we feel helpless. 
We should be reminded, however, 
of the strength and empowerment 
of connectedness.”

Saad Ghosn, a native of Lebanon, has been 
living in Cincinnati since 1985. A medical 
professional and an educator, he resorts 
to visual and spoken art to express himself 
and convey his sociopolitical views. Saad 
believes that activism is at the heart of art 
expression. He is the founder of ‘SOS ART’ 
and the editor and publisher of the yearly 
‘For a Better World, Poems and Drawings 
on Peace and Justice by Greater Cincinnati 
Artists’.”

De Bouche a Bouche, from Lies to Lies 
woodcut, 30”x22”

The Wait 
woodcut, 22" x 30" 

Timothy J. GOLD 
timgold@zoomtown.com;  
www.theartistsgallery.info

“My paintings express my frustra-
tions with mankind’s intolerance. 
Two main problems I see are 
Racism and Bigotry; they both stem 
from ignorance.”

Timothy Gold resides, works and paints in 
Northern KY. He has a BA from Edgecliff 
College and an MA from NKU (2003). He 
started painting again in 2000, at 48 years of 
age, and in 2001 started exhibiting region-
ally. He does not plan to slow down.

Embrace the Differences of Man, Our Future 
May Depend on It 
acrylic, 24”x32”

Beware the Shadows of Outwardly Decent Men, 
for There Lurks theUnexpected Veil of Bigotry 
acrylic, 20”x16” 
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Charles GRUND 
cegrund@fuse.net

“My tryptich, ‘Gratis’, is a visual 
meditation on elements of contem-
porary crisis and their resolution 
within the transformation of nature.”

Charles Grund has been a painter, mural-
ist and teacher in Cincinnati for almost 30 
years now. He maintains a large studio near 
downtown.

Gratis 
oil on linen (triptych), 48”x84”  

Wayne HAMBRICK  
waynehambrick7@yahoo.com

“’War Child’ is a symbolic repre-
sentation of America financially 
depriving its citizens of health care, 
community programs and veterans’ 
benefits to support the war. The 
baby bathes in a military helmet 
filled with oil. ‘Euphrates’ is a realis-
tic and gruesome look at the atroci-
ties of the war in Iraq. Innocent 
civilians are being killed daily by 
what we call smart bombs; not very 
smart!!!”

Wayne Hambrick, local artist, born and 
raised in Cincinnati, OH, has been interested 
in art since childhood. A graduate of Withrow 
High School and Antonelli College he uses 
many mediums including acrylics, water-
colors and oil paints. Wayne loves pencil 
sketches, landscapes, portraits, fantasy art, 
and politically inspired topics.

Euphrates 
acrylic, 34”x36”

War Child  
acrylic, 30”x24” 
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Stephen HERERO 
stephen-herero@yahoo.com

“My piece centers around a poem 
I wrote just after hearing of my 
father's death. I was not interested 
in talking to people about the event 
but rather decided to share my 
thoughts and feelings through the 
medium of poetry. My piece is fun-
damentally about identity and for-
giveness.”

Stephen Herero was born at a very young 
age early one morning near the end of the 
empire. Since then it has been one thing 
after another. For the curious more informa-
tion can be found at http://stephen-herero@
smugmug.com.

On Hearing of the Death of My Father (also 
shown detail)  
mixed media/poetry, 30”x60”x6” 

Evan HILDEBRANDT 
Alison SHEPARD   
shepbrant@yahoo.com

“Our collaborative painting presents 
a collage of individuals who have 
fought for freedom and challenged 
social inequality. They include: 
Maya Angelou, MLK Jr, Gordon 
Parks, Jesse Owens, Rosa Parks, 
John Rankin, George Washington 
Carver, Harriet Tubman, Marion 
Anderson, and an anonymous 
woman who has called upon the 
power of the spirit to set her free 
from the shackles of the world.” 

Alison Shepard has been making art since 
before she could read and write. This pas-
sion to create has taken her into the realm 
of visual art and music. Alison now teaches 
drawing at two colleges in the tri-state area. 
Evan Hildebrandt, blessed with an incredible 
gift for drawing and painting, is a self-trained 
artist who has been making art for four 
years.

Thirst for Freedom  
oil and acrylic on panel, 41"x54” 
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Mary Ann HOBSON, 1950-2006 
racooklis@fuse.net  (husband)

“Mary Ann’s painting, painted right 
before she died, consists of two 
panels inspired by Buddhist princi-
ples of non-violence; they reflect on 
both the contrast and the essential 
unity between the fear, anguish and 
suffering, below, and the peace and 
tranquility of enlightenment, above. 
This work’s theme and title come 
from a quote by pacifist A.J. Muste: 
“There is no path to peace; peace 
is the path”.” 

Mary Ann Hobson died in 2006 at age 56; 
she was an artist, teacher and linguist who 
studied French at the Sorbonne in Paris, 
and served in the Peace Corps in Africa. 
Mary Ann painted all her life, even after two 
operations for brain cancer. She studied 
art at UCLA, Cal State U-San Bernardino 
and UC. Among her teachers were Frank 
Herrmann, Suzanne Fischer and the late Fr. 
Robert Hasselhoff. Her paintings integrated 
her literary and artistic backgrounds.

Peace IS the Path (2005) (also shown details) 
acrylic and gold leaf on canvas , 72”x 24” 
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Kim HOLLAND
kkatmommie@aol.com

“I want to show two sides of the world 
during this time of war, the everyday 
life in the USA, everyday life for some 
American soldiers in Iraq, the struggle to 
protect the life we know and a new reality 
of not relying on gas someday.”

Kim Holland is a photographer/filmmaker. She has 
shown her work in Dayton, OH.

The two sides    
mixed media, 20”x20” 



Sue Neufarth HOWARD         
fhunt10jhkh@yahoo.com

“Attaining peace in the world begins 
at home – with each individual in 
everyday life. It means eliminating 
destructive anger on the road when 
driving. It means changing the way 
we have stereotyped the words and 
images of black and white to mean 
good and bad, which gets trans-
ferred to feelings about ethnicity. 
Peace cannot exist when individu-
als are judged on color instead of 
character.”            

Sue Neufarth Howard is a native Cincinnati 
visual artist and poet. Through her mixed 
media art she aims to capture the attention 
of the viewer and engender new thinking. 
Sue has an Associate Degree in art from 
UC Evening College. She has exhibited her 
art in several venues and her poetry has 
appeared in local publications.

Road Rage  
acrylic and mixed media collage,16”x20”

Flip Side  
acrylic and mixed media collage,16”x20” 
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Sandy HOWLEY 
sandymh17@yahoo.com

“When something is caste in bronze it 
gives it a certain permanence. ‘Heavy 
Reminder’ holds within it the memory 
of all the soldiers who have died in the 
Iraq war, on both sides. ‘Friendly Fire’ 
speaks about the growing number of 
violent and unjust killings happening in 
the war.”

When presented with such a deceptive and cor-
rupt situation like the “War on Terrorism”, being 
politically vocal through visual expression is an 
important job for artists. It feels powerful to be a 
part of a group standing up and saying something 
in this show for the fifth year.

Heavy Reminder    
bronze, 12”x 8”x 6”

Friendly Fire     
copper, plastic, sand, 3”x12”x12”



Jimi JONES 
jaj0421@zoomtown.com 

“There is no beauty in war; there 
is only war! And what a high price 
we pay for war, all in the name of 
peace!”

Jimi Jones has a BS in graphic design from 
UC. He is member of a small art movement 
of African American artists whose art is 
based on the search for ancestral truth, both 
modern and ancient.

The Guardians of Peace    
oil on canvas, 48”x36”

The Beauty of War  
oil on canvas, 30”x36”
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Larry JONES  
lejones_99@yahoo.com

“My photographs are meant to 
portray the thoughts and feelings 
of common and oppressed people 
with little means of expression 
except through art, especially art 
found in the street, and who are 
poorly represented through the 
mainstream media.”

Larry Jones works primarily in photography; 
he also does some sketching. His main 
projects have included a photographic 
documentation of various aspects of the Mill 
Creek Valley, its neighborhoods and resi-
dents, its industry, its transportation and the 
creek itself. Larry also enjoys photographing 
street art.

Libertad    
b&w photography, 14”x11”

Untitled       
ink and colored pencil sketch, 14”x11”

Tempest Tost 
b&w photography, 11”x14” 
 
Rock  
b&w photography, 14”x11” 



Dyah KARTIKAWENING 
dkartikawening@gmail.com

“My painting ‘Hope Is the Thing 
That Stands Up Right’ is a 
metaphor for hope. Hope pro-
vides strength to fight for the 
(un)imaginable and for what we 
believe. ‘Forgotten’ was inspired by 
Laura McCain, one of the victims of 
the Virginia-Tech bloody Monday. 
I cried for her because I saw her 
face on the screen. But right now, 
there are millions of children dying 
of thirst and hunger, thousands of 
people dead in war-zones, many 
dying over treatable diseases – do 
they cease to exist because we 
cannot see their faces?” 

“I am, therefore I think out loud through my 
artwork.” Dyah has attempted to make art 
since studying architecture, city and commu-
nity planning in college and grad school.

Hope Is the Thing That Stands Up Right  
acrylic on 2 canvases, 36”x18”

Forgotten  
watercolor and pencil, 22”x22”
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Suzanne KEHR 
ksuze@yahoo.com 
www.myspace.com/ksuze

“’Pipes of Peace’ is a sculptural 
interpretation play on words and 
meanings. Peace pipes have been 
used by the Native Americans as a 
token of Peace for centuries. ‘Pipes 
of Peace’ brings to light a dark para-
dox; the pipe bomb is being used 
increasingly in terrorist activities as 
a means, ironically, to bring attention 
to Peace, Justice and Freedom.”

Suzanne Kehr has a BFA from UC/DAAP 
and a BA in Sociology/Criminology from 
Miami U. Her work is a personal commen-
tary on people and the environment in which 
we live. “If with my work I encourage the 
viewer ‘to think’, even if to pause a moment 
to reflect and contemplate, I feel the piece 
then has accomplished a degree of success.”  
Suzanne is now enrolled in the MFA program 
at the San Francisco Art Institute.

Pipes of Peace (also shown detail)  
mixed media,18”x24”x3”



Aaron KENT  
aaronkent@gmail.com;www.aaronkent.org

“’In God We Trust’ is a slap in the 
face to religion. It deals with how 
people of all religions use God 
to make money; how they use 
money as their God; how the two 
have been entangled for centuries. 
Religion is nothing but a busi-
ness and everyone is in it to make 
money to fund their religious right 
views.”

Aaron Kent (“AK-47”) was born in 
Springfield, OH, 1972. He studied com-
mercial art in high school and studied fine 
art and sculpture at the Art Academy of 
Cincinnati. He worked at Casting Arts and 
Technology in Cincinnati, where he studied 
bronze casting and metal fabrication.

In God We Trust (also shown detail)              
mixed media, 60”x36”x4”
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Martine KHADR- VAN 
SCHOOTE 
m.vanschoote@worldnet.att.net

“By participating in SOS ART, I 
emphasize my rejection of unjust 
and aggressive wars. My hope is 
for universal love and a just peace.”

Martine Khadr-Van Schoote is an interna-
tional artist who has exhibited her work solo 
widely in the US, Europe and the Middle 
East. In 1992 she settled in the Greater 
Cincinnati area where she exhibits her paint-
ings regularly. Martine’s small imaginative 
watercolor and ink paintings reflect her love 
for peace, humanity, animals and nature and 
her rejection of injustice.

Help    
watercolor and ink, 15”x12”

Fairies for World Peace     
watercolor and ink, 12”x15”



Lonna D. KINGSBURY 
meriprnxtr1@aol.com

“Sweeping things under the rug 
never seems to be a viable solu-
tion; ‘Sweeper’ refers to that habitu-
al attempt. ‘The Greening’ reminds 
that all real things spring eternal 
--with or without the human hand.”

Lonna Kingsbury is a poet / teacher / artist 
/ producer who believes EVERY (verbal or 
nonverbal) voice must be heard and revered 
for any attempt at survival.

Sweeper  
mixed media, 28”x22”

The Greening 
mixed media, 18”x16”
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Steven Paul LANSKY 
lanskysp@muohio.edu

"'Harvest’ is intended to suggest a rela-
tionship between the ways Americans 
think about money, food, work, and 
transportation. Those among us who 
have never ridden in an automobile 
might find it difficult to understand.  Any 
young person who has been behind the 
wheel of a car, and gone without a meal 
might get it.  Foodstamps are still stig-
matizing to many.” 

Steven Paul Lansky, a writing instructor at Miami 
U, has an MA in Creative Writing. His work is 
informed by experiences of poverty and the early 
work of Bob Dylan. He lives in Cincinnati and has 
traveled throughout the USA and also to Kenya, 
Russia, England, France, and Canada. Steven 
has published poetry and fiction widely. His audio 
novel “Jack Acid” is available from squidmusic.
com and his memoir “The Citizen” is serialized 
and archived at queencityforum.com.

Harvest  
video (4.5 minutes)

 



Mary Ann LEDERER 
maryann@bicyclecity.com

“I paint the beauty of living sim-
ply, naturally and harmoniously 
in an ethnically/racially diverse 
world where all living beings are 
protected and respected. My paint-
ing ‘Bicycle City’ is based on the 
concept of Joe Mellett, a concept 
totally compatible with my beliefs 
and hopes for future communities.”  

Mary Ann Lederer, a native Cincinnatian, 
graduate of UC, with a Masters degree in 
community planning, began painting as 
a hobby after an injury in 1976 left her a 
paraplegic. Calling herself a “philosopher-
painter,” Mary Ann paints the world she 
would love to live in, a multi-ethnic world of 
freedom, equality and healthfulness, also 
her commitment to the compassionate treat-
ment of animals, people and the earth.

Bicycle City       
acrylics on canvas, 22”x28”  

25

Kenneth LESLIE 
lesliecnc1@aol.com

“My works at this time deal with 
the dynamics of world conflict and 
deception, with the reality of death 
and its innocence, and with our 
moral decisions.”

Kenneth Leslie, a native of Cincinnati, OH, 
attended UC and Philander Smith College in 
Little Rock, AK; he majored in art and music. 
Ken’s work is influenced by the dynamics of 
music.

Unholy War I 
mixed media, 36”x24”

Unholy War II   
mixed media, 32”x24”



Cynthia LOCKHART 
cynthia.lockhart@uc.edu

“My fiber art quilt ‘The Journey 
to Freedom’ depicts two slaves, 
male and female, during their 
arduous travel towards freedom. 
It includes traditional symbols of 
the Underground Railroad such as 
the Candle, the North Star and the 
Quilts, representing hope, courage 
and perseverance. It is a tribute 
to the many unsung heroes who 
dared against all odds to quench 
the thirst for Freedom.”

Cynthia Lockhart, a native Cincinnatian, 
received her Masters degree in Design and 
an Undergraduate degree in Fashion Design 
from UC. She is an award-winning designer/
fiber artist currently active in creating Fiber 
Art Quilts exhibited in museums and galler-
ies across the country. Her artwork has been 
recognized in numerous local and national 
juried exhibitions and publications. The 
scope of her professional career consists 
of cumulative experiences over 28 years, in 
Art, Design and Academia.

The Journey to Freedom  
fiber art quilt, 100”x80”
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Thomas G. LOHRE, Jr. 
tom@tomlohre.com

“My painting is about the use 
of nuclear tactical weapons. It 
shows a soldier who has just been 
involved in such an explosion sit-
ting in a helicopter looking out at 
ground zero where he just was.” 

Tom Lohre is driven to create. He paints por-
traits, commissions, landscapes, seascapes, 
cityscapes and outer space scenes. He also 
creates art machines using living mobiles, 
light guiding devices, whirly-gigs, biogenetics 
to paint with, math formulas for profile gen-
eration, mobiles of cut out silhouettes and 
marble sculpting.

Tactical Nuclear War 
oil on canvas, 20"x16"

  



Julie LONNEMAN 
jlonneman@cinci.rr.com 

“Slavery…  is hidden. Generally 
people would not believe that it is 
possible under modern conditions. 
They would say ‘No, I think you 
are making it all up’, because it is 
just too incredible… “ (Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, 1999). My pieces 
aim at raising awareness of human 
trafficking, tragically a persistent 
global phenomenon.”

Artist and illustrator Julie Lonneman lives 
in Cincinnati and maintains a studio in 
Northside. Her work has been widely pub-
lished.

Trapped  
scratchboard, 10”x8”

Human Traffic 
scratchboard, 10”x8”
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Kiyomi MASUDA 
ladybug_saku@yahoo.com.jp

“When I paint I ask myself ques-
tions and I am awakened to the 
meaning of life. Loneliness also can 
bring respect to the others and trig-
ger peace and justice.  A precious 
life should always be with peace 
and justice.”

Kiyomi Masuda: Education, Musashino Art 
University in Tokyo; Studied Japanese paint-
ing, oil painting, chalcography

Our Lost Things  
oil on canvas, 18”x14”

NIHIL (Remain Aloof from Others) 
india ink drawing, 18”x28”



Maurice MATTEI 
mmattei@earthlink.net

“Portrait drawings of 6 of the 9 
inmates murdered by their fellow 
inmates in the Lucasville, OH, pris-
on riots in 1993. One prison guard 
was also killed.”

Maurice Mattei, a graduate of the Art 
Academy of Cincinnati, is primarily an illus-
trator; he has had several photo exhibits. 
Maurice is also a musician with several CD’s 
on the market.

6 of 9 (also shown details) 
graphite on paper, 24”x108”
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Kirk MAYHEW  
kirk_mayhew@hotmail.com

“While depicted as lunatics, most Iraqi 
suicide bombers have little to no previ-
ous contact with any religious or militant 
groups. This constructed scenario will 
allow the audience a look into this com-
plexly layered process of recruitment.”

Kirk is a regionally and internationally show-
ing sculptor based in the Brighton neighbor-
hood of Cincinnati. When not in the studio he 
is an instructor at NKU, the Art Academy of 
Cincinnati, and the Clifton Recreation Center. 
Kirk has been exhibiting his raw handbuilt 
sculptures in the Cincinnati region since 1998. 
He collaborates with other artists (Thin Air 
Studio and the Carney Art Collective) for gal-
lery and site-specific installations.

You Wanna Live Forever?   
performance/card table interview, 6' x6'x 6'



Gloria MCCONNAGHY 
gloriamcconnaghy@fuse.net

“The life philosophies of Mother 
Theresa, Ghandi and H.H. the 
Dalai Lama have influenced my art 
and sensibilities; they sneak into 
my art almost without my knowing. 
They are here, now in a playful, 
doll-like form, conferring about the 
serious problems of the world.”

Gloria McConnaghy; Artist; Jewelry 
Designer. Background in international public 
health and specialty retailing. Education: 
Art Academy of Cincinnati; UC College of 
Nursing; Mt Zion Hospital School of Nursing 
(San Francisco). Local exhibits: CAC 
Inaugural; The Mockbee; Artworks; The 
Carnegie Art Center.

The Spirits of Mother Theresa and Mahatma 
Ghandi Conferring with the Dalai Lama (also 
shown detail) 
mixed media assemblage, 12”x20”
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Joe MELLETT 
joe@bicyclecity.com

“Naisbitt in ‘Megatrends’ wrote 
about a ‘high tech / high touch’ 
future in which, as we are inundat-
ed with more and more technology, 
we will embrace the ‘high touch’ 
aspects of life to create a bal-
ance. For ‘Bicycle City’ this means 
embracing the best, clean, safe and 
sustainable technologies AND the 
softer side of life: organic farming, 
sense of community, holistic, family, 
beauty, music, art, etc.”

Joe Mellett was born in Cincinnati (1964) 
and raised in Pittsburgh, PA. In 1986 he 
rode ‘4,200 Miles for Kids’, a cross country 
bicycle trip to raise money for Big Brother’s 
and Sisters and United Cerebral Palsy. In 
1994 he and others began working on the 
idea of “Bicycle City, an Eco Friendly Place 
to Live, Work & Play” which is now coming 
closer to reality.

Bicycle City: A Sustainable City Designed for 
People, Animals & Earth.                              
flash presentation on TV screen, 25”x25”



Jason NEIN 
nein.2@wright.edu

“Working within the parameters of 
imposed subtlety and order, the 
performers deconstruct old ideas 
that work on top of and in spite of 
nature, in favor of newer ideas that 
encourage a more symbiotic rela-
tionship to their natural surround-
ings. In a larger sense my piece is 
about working within an established 
rigid system, be it political or ideo-
logical, to encourage a view that 
is based more on open dialogue, 
debate, and creative thought.”   

Jason Nein just finished his BFA at Wright 
State University in Dayton, OH. He is now 
pursuing an MFA with a focus in sculpture at 
Ohio University in Athens, OH.

Extensions of Man  
video (2min 31 sec)
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Paul MITCHELL 
paulmitch@fuse.net

“In my piece, 25 white erect penis-
es stand for the decision making 
bodies in our churches and in our 
government. There is neither diver-
sity nor independence of thought 
nor leadership.”

Paul Mitchell is a full time ceramic artist 
working in Cincinnati. His ceramic kiln is in 
his basement and his studio in the Essex 
Building.

Consensus (also shown detail) 
handbuilt ceramic, 36”x36"



Mary-Jane NEWBORN 
513-929 2376

“I have employed the heart-shaped 
peace symbol motif repeatedly, 
especially in environmental con-
texts, such as walking it into 
expanses of snow. I first created 
the organically fertilized grass 
sculpture in 2003 at my family 
homestead, then recreated it at my 
present home in both the backyard 
and front yard.”

Born and raised in Cincinnati in 1969, Mary-
Jane Newborn married her British pen pal 
at a rock concert in Eden Park and moved 
to England for 12 years, became vegetar-
ian and started a 26 year career as an 
art model. Afterwards, Mary-Jane lived in 
Miami, FL, for 7 years and returned to her 
homestead in 1988. She became vegan in 
1989, volunteers with Earth Save Cincinnati, 
now lives in Winton Place and continues 
activism for the liberation of all beings.

Cry Peace to the Skies   
color photograph, 11”x14”

Yes in My Backyard!    
color photograph, 11”x14”

Kurt NICAISE 
knicaise@fuse.net

“My pieces are pictorial interplays, 
mixing imagery from my day-to-
day world with imagery harvested 
from internet sources. They attempt 
to reconcile familiar sights of 
Americana and tidbits of beauty 
with elements of the harsher reali-
ties that rage throughout the world."

Kurt Nicaise is a visual artist living and 
working in Covington, KY. Inspiration for 
his drawings and paintings come from the 
land, its terrain, and our interactions within 
its environment. Kurt is currently an instruc-
tor of drawing at two institutions of higher 
education, Cincinnati State College and the 
College of Mount Saint Joseph. In addition, 
he is active as a community artist with many 
years of experience in the commercial gal-
lery business.

Hey, Don’t You See? I  
drawing, paint, ink jet on paper, 15”x13”

Hey, Don’t You See? II 
drawing, paint, ink jet on paper, 15”x13”
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Kristen OLSEN   
kristeno23@yahoo.com

“My pieces deal with plastered fab-
ric over body parts. ‘She Breathes’ 
represents landscape as a breath-
ing entity in female form. ‘Still 
Beautiful’ features a female torso, 
in less than perfect shape; it repre-
sents the trials and tribulations we 
go through not only as women, but 
as people, compromises made and 
lessons learned. Through every-
thing, however, it has remained 
beautiful.”   

Kristen Olsen graduated from DAAP (Art 
History and Fine Arts Departments). She  
incorporates her art history knowledge into 
her work, using various techniques to cre-
ate her own style. Kristen’s subject matter 
comes from her own emotions and experi-
ences.

She Breaths   
mixed media, 36”x24”x24”

Still Beautiful   
mixed media, 24”x12”x6”
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Carrie M. NIXON 
carpe.diem@fuse.net

“My paintings which both show 
illuminated figures emerging from 
darkness, touch upon 2 different 
political issues. ‘Memorial’ complet-
ed right after the Virginia Tech mas-
sacre in April 2007, depicts a young 
woman at a memorial service. I 
had in mind both the VA Tech trag-
edy and the tragic Iraq war. ’Nike 
Monster’ is based on a Trick-or-
Treater who perhaps unknowingly 
linked Nike with monstrous behav-
ior.” 

Carrie Nixon is a native of Detroit, MI. Her 
current paintings are influenced by film noir 
and explore eery illumination and figures 
in dark settings. Carrie teaches Drawing at 
UC’s DAAP. She studied art at Wayne State 
U (Detoit,MI) and Yale U (New Haven, CT)

Memorial  
oil on canvas, 30”x24”

Nike Monster  
oil on sealed handmade paper, 13”x9”



James PENDERY  
jimpendery@fuse.net;                          
www.danafinearts.com

“My painting, a nude woman astride 
a horse in a mythic landscape, is 
a visual allegory of the dangers of 
individual and collective self-decep-
tion.”

Jim Pendery lives and paints in Cincinnati, 
OH. His interests include yoga, cycling and 
literature.

Folly’s Triumph  
oil on masonite, 17”x15”

Kelly and Kyle PHELPS 
phelps@xavier.edu;                               
kyle.phelps@notes.udayton.edu

“Our collaborative wall relief sculp-
ture is about the Cincinnati Riots 
and the many police action shoot-
ings committed by the Cincinnati 
Police Department.”

Kelly and Kyle Phelps are identical twin 
brothers who share almost everything and 
collaborate in their expressive artwork most 
of which is about the working class (Blue 
Collar) struggle and race relations. Kelly 
is Professor of Sculpture at Xavier U. and 
Kyle, Professor of Ceramics at U. of Dayton. 
Kelly and Kyle’s Working Class sculptures 
are in numerous galleries and collections 
including those of film actors/directors 
Morgan Freeman and Michael Moore.

Battle for Cincinnati         
mixed medium, 30”x28”x6”
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Caroline M. PYLE, Jr 
carolinejr@yahoo.com

“’Tears’ represents the tears shed 
by women around the world for bro-
ken hearts, broken dreams, broken 
bones and broken finances; tears 
for the destruction of female fetus-
es, mutilation, religious oppression, 
poverty. ‘Greenpeace’ represents 
our flourishing environment once 
we understand our duty to be prop-
er stewards of this earth.”

Courage and determination pulled Caroline 
Pyle through a nearly fatal car accident. 
Though formal education from Boston and 
Yale Universities lead her to a career in 
public health, her catastrophic event trig-
gered her creativity as a means to survival 
and growth. Her abstract work is a proof that 
pain and brokenness can yield beauty. Her 
work reflects the larger ills of this world with 
the hope that transformation is yet possible.

Tears  
acrylic on canvas, 48”x24”

Greenpeace                                                 
acrylic and watercolor on canvas, 30”x24”
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Thomas R. PHELPS
513-221 5636

“My pieces are sociopolitical artistic 
visual statements. ‘They Slaughtered 
Me to Kill Us’ reflects on aspects of 
the history of the US society/gov-
ernment and the Native American 
Indians, and ‘The West End Afro 
American Photo Fetish Quilt Series 
(A)’ on today’s history of the US 
society/government and African 
Americans. Both Native American 
Indians and African Americans were 
and still are victims of the US soci-
ety/government.”

Thomas R. Phelps was born and resides in 
Cincinnati, OH. He is an active mixed media/
installation visual artist, a founding and active 
Cincinnati member of the Neo Ancestralist 
Collective Movement.

They Slaughtered Me to Kill Us  
mixed media, 33”x29”

The West End Afro American Photo Fetish Quilt 
Series (A)    
mixed media, 38”x36”x3”



Ayla RAPOPORT 
chipperahoy@hotmail.com

"In a nonsensical, mocking manner, 
characteristic of dada art, this per-
formance piece is meant to examine 
the human conscience, including 
its shortcomings and its greatest 
triumphs. Through the performance 
and the left over remnants (torn 
scraps of paper), viewers will be 
provoked to ask questions about 
the sensibility of war, hatred and the 
assertion and non-assertion of the 
human conscience throughout history 
and present day times.”

Ayla Rapoport is a junior at UC majoring in 
Spirituality and Healing through the Bachelor 
of Interdisciplinary Studies program.  She lives 
in Cincinnati and has shown work in a previ-
ous SOS Art show.  She enjoys creative writ-
ing and working in a variety of art mediums.

Pinning the Conscience (aka Tearing Paper is the 
Highest Form of Art)  
visual document of performance
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Matt REED   
mrmatthewjreed@hotmail.com

“’There Is No Peace in Retreat’ is 
a direct quote from our president, 
George W. Bush, and a good 
indication of the arrogance with 
which the current administration 
conducts its foreign policy.  Retreat 
as a strategy does not necessarily 
equal defeat or cowardice; some-
times withdrawal is simply the best 
option. A plan that includes waging 
an unending war against an ambig-
uous concept like “terrorism” seems 
far less likely to result in peace.” 

Matt Reed is an artist, educator, and radical 
leftist currently living in Cincinnati, OH.  His 
work has appeared in galleries in Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh, Louisville, Los Angeles, and 
Munich.  His illustrations have been used for 
magazines, comic books, t-shirts, and music 
album covers.

There Is No Peace in Retreat                  
pen and ink, 22”x18”
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Uta RIETMANN 
urietmann@aol.com; www.urietmann.de

“Recognizing that there is good and 
bad in any culture, instead of being 
only judgmental, has been the larg-
est insight from my recent years 
living outside my home country. I 
recently spent a day at the holo-
caust memorial in Berlin. Opening 
my senses to the artist’s composi-
tion, what appeared initially as an 
agglomerate of individual stones 
became one assembly pointing to 
the fact that it’s not the one but the 
symphony of all that counts.” 

Uta Rietman, born and raised in Germany, 
currently lives in Cincinnati, OH. She is a 
photographer who uses the medium to share 
her impressions and feelings. After many 
years of practice, Uta has developed her 
own style; she is now a professional photog-
rapher focusing on B&W through Digital.

Symphony 
2 b&w photographs, each 20”x30”

David Michael RICE 
exelx@fuse.net

“Weapons of mass destruction do 
not discriminate; they indiscrimi-
nately destroy large numbers of 
people. They include biological, 
chemical, nuclear and radiological 
devices, and range from the silent 
threat to a cataclysmic nuclear 
explosion. Those who launch such 
attacks know thousands could die;  
their fundamental motive is to strike 
fear and panic in tens of millions 
more.”

David Michael Rice, a mixed media artist, 
has been working since 1998 on a body of 
work he calls Neo-functional Art, most of its 
incorporated materials recovered from junk-
yards, dumpsters, or friends. These materi-
als, once functional, have been discarded, 
reclaimed and given now a new function 
with an aesthetic/interactive objective.

Slightly Used WMD  
steel copper, 60”x8”x12”

Psychological Warfare  
mixed media, 72”x14”x14” 
(Box containing hidden a replica of a bomb viewed 
through multiple door peeps/fish eye lenses).



Wolfgang A. RITSCHEL 
wolfgang.ritschel@uc.edu

“A handgun with a back-firing bar-
rel, surrounded by stainless steel 
medical instruments, visualizes the 
‘Golden Rule’: “Do not do to oth-
ers what you do not like done to 
yourself.” My sculpture symbolizes 
the human outcry saying NO to the 
use of weapons in all acts of cru-
elty, crime, genocide and unjustified 
war.”

Wolfgang Ritschel grew up in Austria, start-
ed formal training in studio painting at age 
14, studied fine arts, pharmacy, medicine 
and philosophy, and entered an academic 
career in the medical field. Since the mid-
90s he is a full-time artist and  has exhibited 
extensively (US, Europe, South America); 
his work is in many museums, public and 
private collections. Wolfgang is Professor 
Emeritus at UC.

The Golden Rule (also shown detail) 
stainless steel, stained glass, lead, polymer, paint, 
85”x23”x18”
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Thomas RUSH 
tom.rush.art@gmail.com

“My painting is of a poem I wrote 
against torture. It tries to awaken 
people to the fact that while they 
are going about their normal daily 
life, people are being tortured world 
wide. It does not only happen while 
reading or listening to the news.”

Thomas Rush is an internationally exhibited 
painter whose primary medium is oil on can-
vas. His current work is almost completely 
abstract. Thomas is also a writer and a 
musician.

Remember… 
acrylic on canvas, 20”x16”
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SCATTERBRAIN                     
scatterbrainart@yahoo.com  
www.scatterbrainart.com

“ ‘The Hall of Fame of Fallen 
Conservative Leaders’ is a series 
of 8 portraits of conservative lead-
ers supplemented by their words 
and actions, a tribute to the Axis of 
Idiotocracy that has miraculously 
gained office of leadership in our 
country. It is surely time to question 
those we choose to lead….”

Scatterbrain is an installation collective com-
posed of members Bekka Sage, Suzanne 
Kehr, Elizabeth Otten, Kristin Rose, and 
Mallory Feltz. Their work is a direct response 
to the socio-political and cultural climate in 
which we create, serving as an invitation 
to a greater awareness of contemporary 
issues, which the viewer might not have 
previously encountered. Scatterbrain’s mis-
sion is art dedicated to the dissemination of 
information to the masses.

The Hall of Fame of Fallen Conservative 
Leaders (also shown details) 
mixed media, 8 portraits, each 14”x11” 

Alan SAUER (aka Alien SOUR) 
onenationunderskin@yahoo.com

“In a nostalgic look over the ever 
changing semantics used to manipu-
late the world in support of the cur-
rent war, I fondly try to recall a time 
when troops were referred to as 
peace keepers.”

Alan Sauer, originally of Dayton, OH, lives 
in Cincinnati where he attended the Art 
Academy and obtained, in 1992, a BFA in 
printmaking and painting. Alan is a prolific art-
ist who uses ink drawing, painting and stone 
carving. He has exhibited regularly locally and 
his work is included in many private collec-
tions.

Gunman and Birds 
mixed media, 22”x30”

Girl and Birdcage   
mixed media, 20”x16”
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Christian SCHMIT                   
brokeslimjones@yahoo.com

“My large painting confronts the 
issue of Gun Culture around the 
world. It is Inspired by the painting 
series of Leon Golub started in the 
1980’s.”

Christian Schmit lives and works in 
Covington, KY. When he’s not making big, 
gloomy paintings and small, chipper illustra-
tions, he’s teaching art to short people.

Gunboy 1 
chalk, graphite, gesso, 108”x48”

Thom SHAW 
tshaw3@cinci.rr.com

“My work investigates the social 
ills plaguing our communities and 
our nation. ‘So Who Is Counting?’ 
is concerned with the increasing 
number of homicides in Cincinnati, 
so much that it is becoming dif-
ficult to keep track of. In ‘Jamal’s 
Nightmare’, I only wish that the 
shooters in Cincinnati would have 
nightmares to make them stop.”

A native of Cincinnati, Thom Shaw addresses 
contemporary topics such as urban violence 
and his personal health issues in his large-
scale woodcuts, drawings and paintings.  As 
a master printmaker and painter, he is inter-
ested in using the human figure as the chief 
paradigm in his work. Shaw received formal 
training at the Art Academy in Cincinnati and 
Cranbrook Academy of Fine Arts in Bloomfield 
Hills, MI. His works have been received 
nationally and internationally.

So Who Is Counting?    
woodcut, 78”x39”

Jamal's Nightmare 
woodcut, 60”x40”
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Jim SHUPERT, Jr 
shupejar_c@theppsgroup.com.com; 
http://208.233.14.244

“My work asks viewers to cast a 
ballot as to their opinion about 2 
questions: 1) All we have to fear 
is fear itself: Yes or No; 2) All we 
need is love: Yes or No. Viewers 
have to make a choice of absolute. 
This provides an index of the com-
munity (the voters).” 

Jim Shupert  has worked as an artist for 
over a quarter century, a career that has 
evolved from painting to film to video to 
computer, but always with a consistent and 
continuing philosophical  core, that is, the 
world can be a better place. We can be a 
better people.

2 All Questions/?- Yes or No    
ballot boxes data gathering for a website, 
30”x22”x12” 

SHEILA 
groeschens@nku.edu

“’Gunslinger’ is loosely based on a 
double barrel police issued shot-
gun.  It does not refer to today’s 
world as a police state, but rather 
wants to address the nonviolence 
issue. There is too much trouble 
in the world today; I am scared for 
myself and my way of living, for my 
friends and family...  My personal 
liberties have been stripped away 
and my only left option is to join the 
rat race along everyone else. Sadly 
the shotgun can become my last 
stance for the pursuit of freedom 
and justice.”  

Sheila graduated with a BFA, from NKU, 
fall 07. She uses ceramic as her voice, as a 
means to express her inner most feelings.

Gunslinger 
raku ceramic, 27”x24”x7”
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Billy SIMMS 
m67simms@aol.com

“My 2 prints address drug addiction 
and the damage it causes. They 
also want to reflect on the solution 
frequently stated: “Just Say No!”; Is 
it really that easy?”

Billy Simms is a printmaker who lives in 
Hamilton with his wife and 2 cats.

The Needle (and the Damage Done) #1  
monotype print, 30”x24”

The Needle (and the Damage Done) #2  
monotype print, 24”x30”

Sandra SMALL 
sandra.small@insightbb.com

“As an affluent culture, we provide 
homes for our dogs, cats, birds, 
and other pets. As a society, how-
ever, we have not held universal 
housing for our citizens as a prior-
ity. Are children, men, and women 
less deserving of care and protec-
tion than our animals?”

Sandra Small, a previous psychologist, has 
been creating art for the past eight years. 
Sandra works primarily in encaustic (wax) 
mixed media, due to the possible textures 
and depth of color created. Her construc-
tions, motivated by the SOS shows, tell 
stories about social issues and try to draw in 
and involve the audience. Sandra recently 
returned to the Tri-State after spending time 
in New Mexico.

Home   
mixed media construction, 30”x20”x6”
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P.K. SMITH 
psmith21@emich.edu

“My photograph of a young African 
American male wearing a t-shirt 
saying “Are We There Yet?” 
was taken at the 2006 Detroit 
International Jazz  Festival. In 
current Detroit, people lack afford-
able housing, the auto industry is 
in chaos, and fear supports white 
flight. “Are We There Yet?”  I think 
not.” 

P.K. Smith who graduated from Miami U 
is currently an Assistant Professor in the 
College of Education, Eastern Michigan 
U. Her work in photography spans over 30 
years; it focuses on marginalized/ under-
represented people; shapes and lines; tex-
tures. P.K. writes and speaks nationally tying 
issues of social justice, popular culture, and 
education.

And the Question Still Looms 
color photograph, 19”x17”

Elizabeth SMITH
eavsmith@yahoo.com

"Teaching in public schools allowed 
me to experience and discuss trag-
ic events with young people, includ-
ing unrest in Cincinnati and the Iraq 
War. This and great student teach-
ers that worked with me, inspired 
and motivated this work. My son 
Max dug up the old John Denver 
album that inspired the ceramic 
“Box Called War”. The song was in 
reference to the Vietnam War but 
the message is the same." 

Elizabeth Smith, an art teacher with 
Cincinnati Public Schools, resided all of 
her life on the west side. Price Hill is her 
home. She attended the Art Academy, UC 
and the College of Mt. St. Joseph, earning a 
Master’s Degree in 2005.
 
A Box Called War  
ceramic and metal display, 15”x15”x15” 
 
Pumping for Blood      
textile, mixed media, 14”x14”

Triptych- Into the Depths   
3 monotype prints, each 18”x24” 
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Ned STERN 
nsternart@mac.com;www.nedstern.com

“My paintings are from of a series 
called "The Essence"; they explore 
the search for the truth and true 
nature that dwells within us. As we 
discover these truths and who we 
are at the core of ourselves, peace 
reigns within.”      
Ned Stern earned a BFA from The American 
University, 1961; he has been painting since 
then. Ned taught drawing at the Universities 
of Michigan and Cincinnati. His work has 
been shown and collected throughout the 
USA and Canada.

Divine Order   
acrylic on canvas, 36"x48”

New Beginning   
acrylic on canvass, 48"x36"

Joe STONER                        
 joestoner@fuse.net

“My piece represents a later-in-life 
realization that conviction and/or 
passion, no matter how eloquently 
expressed in speech, writing or art, 
do not necessarily equal truth or 
reality.”

Joe Stoner has been experimenting with pho-
tography, digital graphics, and fine art digital 
printing (mainly giclee) for over 20 years. His 
works are in corporate and private collec-
tions. He also prints for other artists.

Conviction/Passion/Eloquence                           
archival ink and paper, 36”x24” 
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Kurt STORCH 
storch225@hotmail.com

“The Kalashnikov Automatic rifle or 
AK 47 is the most prolific small arm 
of the 20th century, and pound for 
pound quite likely the most efficient 
killing machine known to men. If I 
were running this country, every-
one over 12 years of age would be 
required to carry one!!”

Kurt Storch lives and works in the Cincinnati 
area. His studio is in the basement of the 
Dicere Gallery at 2853 Colerain Ave in beau-
tiful Camp Washington.

House of AK  
assemblage, 40”x32”x10”

Emily STORCH 
emilystorch@earthlink.net

“I have been using the same motifs 
in my paintings and drawings over 
and over again, here a pug dog, an 
animal I am completely obsessed 
with. I use the pug as a personal 
symbol and as a vehicle for my 
comments about my world.”

Emily Storch from Cincinnati, has a Fine Arts 
degree from UC/DAAP. Emily has always 
been in love with art that she continues to 
make, but slowly.

Modern Love  
drawing on paper, 24”x16” 
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Fred TARR 
ibidnah@yahoo.com

“Prisoner L-35693; narrative picto-
rial conspiracy, sub-plot, subversion 
of values, freedom; what does it 
mean? Values preferred; values 
debased; dying for a once recogniz-
able cause universally held, debat-
ed as an issue, no longer clear, then 
marginalized through conspiracy 
and evaporation of known values, 
martyrdom cheapened, martyrdom 
attributed, tagged with cliché of 
popular myth.”

Fred Tarr, writer, composer, artist; shows 
locally since 1994; currently working on ’30 
voices for Darfur’, polyphonic morphisms, 
premiere near Atlanta, GA, late 2007.  “Radio 
Poem”, book of poetry republished with 
March Street press, Greenboro, NC, 2007.

Prisoner Eleano (detail)  
acrylic and pencil, 43”x42”

Timothy M. TATMAN (A.TIMO.T) 
513-564 0911

“My abstract figures have falling 
halos slinging abuse, hatred and 
stupidity in an attempt to prove who 
has the Better God.”

Timothy M. Tatman, aka A.TIMO.T, age 53, 
is a self taught Cincinnati-based artist. He 
has exhibited his work widely from coast to 
coast and in Europe. He enjoys the use of 
odd ball materials.

MYGODISBETTERTHANYOURS  
acrylic and cat litter on canvas, 27”x33”

STRAYDOGINYOURHOUSE-O-PEACE 
mixed media, 39”x30” 



46

Paul TRIBBLE 
513-379-4781

“My piece represents a pig skull on 
a stand; organic; chemical; timeless; 
iconic; throughness.”

Paul Tribble; Welsh; human; artist; alchemist; 
traveler.

Lord of the Flies 3000 (also shown detail)  
mixed media, 48”x36”x20”

  

Derek TOEBBE 
toebbebear@hotmail.com

“Themes occur in my work that I 
do not necessarily intend to pres-
ent, but have revealed themselves 
through the materials that I have 
chosen to work with. These themes 
touch on how for all of our techno-
logical wizardry, we are still a highly 
un-evolved species.”

Derek Toebbe; born 1981; graduate of NKU; 
currently resides in Newport, KY.

There is No Box   
mixed media construction, 22”x22”x6”

Brainstorm    
mixed media construction, 14”x14”x6” 
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Jennifer USTICK 
jeustick@fuse.net

“My paintings focus on two of the 
most significant parts of my heritage, 
also very prevalent in the demo-
graphic make-up of the Cincinnati 
area: German and Scots-Irish.
Through costume, I assume the 
roles of individuals from these 
groups. Each image is accompanied 
by a text examining the proud origins 
of the slurs "Kraut" and "Redneck".”

Jenny Ustick earned her BFA from the Art 
Academy of Cincinnati, and her MFA from 
DAAP, UC. She is currently an Instructor of 
Foundations Art at NKU. As part of the col-
laborative group The Dozens, Jenny recently 
celebrated the Cincinnati debut of "The 
Dozens: Multiply" at the Contemporary Arts 
Center. The film has been shown in Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, Serbia, Montenegro, Scotland.

Kraut    
oil on canvas, 10"x8"

Redneck     
oil on canvas, 10”x8”

Michael TODD 
michaeltodd14@yahoo.com

“My pieces depict my feelings of 
how art, music and poetry can 
have a great negative or positive 
influence and effect on the justice 
and politics of our society. Without 
justice, there can be no peace; and 
vice versa.”

Michael Todd, a Cincinnati native, has been 
living in the San Francisco Bay area for the 
last 20 years. He moved back to Cincinnati 
recently bringing with him a sociopolitical 
point of view heavily influenced by the trials 
of California living. In addition to being a 
visual artist, Michael also writes and per-
forms spoken word poetry; he is currently 
working on a novel.

Art Is Peace Poetry Is Justice  
oil, acrylic, ink on canvas, 34”x48”

She Thinks of Iraq in Multiple Hues  
oil, acrylic on canvas, 14”x10” 
 
War and Peace as Expressed by Mermaids  
oil on canvas, 32”x35” 
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Fran WATSON   
watson@fuse.net

“’Separate Peace’, quieter and lower 
key in color than most of my abstract 
paintings, conveys peace. In a world 
where most art shouts “look at me!” 
it is more likely to whisper, ”stay with 
me.” Like all of my work, however, 
it says something different to every-
one, which is exactly my intention.”

Fran Watson has been painting profession-
ally for over 40 years. She wrote as a stringer 
for local papers and magazines for about 25 
years, 5 of which as art editor for City Beat. 
Fran is very interested in theater and has 
many awards for dramatic work. She sings 
tenor with the NKy community chorus and 
plays classical guitar and the flute.

Separate Peace  
acrylic on canvas, 38”x42”

Leigh A. WALTZ 
l_waltz@yahoo.com

“Artists need to portray society as 
it is and as it could be in a world 
where the majority is bought by 
large systems requiring the aban-
donment of vision, individuality and 
humanity. n a world that is “with us 
or against us,” color dissolves into 
high contrast black on white but not 
without the red of needlessly spilled 
blood.”

Leigh Waltz (b. Dayton, OH, 1960) learned 
photography and darkroom techniques 
with Amarjit Singh and studied art at the 
Art Academy of Cincinnati. He earned a 
BA (cinema studies) at Columbia College, 
Hollywood, CA, and an MFA (printmaking) 
at UC, 2002. He currently teaches art at 
Sinclair Community College in Dayton. Leigh 
served in the Navy then joined its reserve; 
he was deployed to Iraq and his recent 
artwork is based on that experience. Leigh 
works across photography, video, printmak-
ing, performance and installation.

We Believe Everything  
mixed media, 29”x39”

ADNAGAPORP   
installation, 70”x48”x60”
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Paige WIDEMAN
paigewideman5@hotmail.com

“My photographs revolve around my 
recent discovery of the injustices that 
still occur in Haiti today. ‘Haiti’ is a 
collage meant to convey the ideas of 
slavery, poverty and lost innocence 
in the lives of the Haitian children.  
‘Disregard’ addresses the significant 
trash problem polluting everywhere 
in Haiti and the lack of a governmen-
tal system to tackle it.”

Paige Wideman received a BFA in sculpture 
from the Kansas City Art Institute in 1989 
and a MFA in sculpture from the University of 
Cincinnati in 1999.  She is currently a Lecturer 
at Northern Kentucky University.
 
Haiti  
digital photograph, 16”x12”

Disregard 
digital photograph, 12”x16” 

Frederick WESSEL 
flwessel@yahoo.com

“’For Sale’ represents a hammer 
under an American flag; it is about 
the American working class bind-
ing itself. In our current situation 
the fabric is so tight that there is no 
escape. We need to find a way to 
empower ourselves to work toward 
a fair system for all people.” 

Sculpture and painting are Frederick 
Wessel’s passion. Fred has a job to stay 
alive and buy supplies. He attends school to 
learn how to better create art. He sells shirts 
with his face on them. 
 
For Sale   
mixed media, 24”x34”
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Trenet WORLDS 
rbc@fuse.net

“My paintings focus on the destruc-
tions caused by war: destroyed 
bodies, destroyed families, destruc-
tion brought by depleted uranium. 
My paintings show the painful real-
ity and not the 'sanitized' version of 
war; they state that armed conflicts 
and subjugation of other cultures 
are antithetical to true Christianity.”

Trenet Worlds, a Cincinnati graphic designer  
uses art to speak out about crimes against 
humanity and suffering caused by conquest 
for empire and wars. She paints wall murals 
and authors and illustrates her own line of 
children’s books. Trenet is also a psalmist, a 
vocalist, an accomplished keyboard player 
who composes scripture-based songs. 
 
Rated L-PG: Liberated from Parental Guidance    
mixed media and collage on canvas, 36”x48” 
 
Inseparable                                                 
mixed media, on canvas, 16”x24"

Baby Shower    
mixed media and collage on canvas, 24”x48”

Long Hot Road                                           
mixed media, on canvas, 24”x16”

Nina WRIGHT  
slickgrimace@yahoo.com

“’Cogs’ is about dismantling com-
fortable apathy towards media delu-
sions and identity manipulations; 
about the persuasion of comfort 
and blending in, letting other forces 
decide what to do, how to behave, 
what to believe. The characters 
are meant to feel disconnected, 
informal, clay-like; and not happy. 
‘Greener’ tries to capture the glory 
of simplification in a world of cogs.”       

Nina Wright knew she had to keep draw-
ing because it is the only thing she knows 
how to do. Besides painting she helps run 
Skulllab, an art collective/ venue/ gallery 
located in Over the Rhine; she  books music 
and art shows; she makes zines; she grows 
vegetables and flowers in the backyard. Her 
life revolves around Skulllab and she loves 
it. Nina loves life and life loves her back.

Cogs                                                    
mixed media, 24”x36”

Greener                                                    
mixed media, 36”x18”
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David YOUNG 
toowhite@yahoo.com

“’Das Andere Deuchland, March 
11, 1933’: Newspaper ban by the 
provincial criminal police president 
in Berlin, on the grounds of ‘public 
security and order.’ The ban took 
place under the authority of ‘The 
Reichtag Fire Decree’. Controlled 
demolitions of 911 are designed to 
create cognitive dissidence in The 
US. Just as the Nazis used the 
‘Reichtagsbrand Fire’ as a pretext 
to repress civil liberties, the Bush 
Administration uses 911 in order to 
eviscerate civil rights of Americans.” 
 
David Young, “toowhite”, Jewelry Designer/
craftsman, CAD/CAM, Graphic Artist, 2D and 
3D.

The Performance Art, The Penalty  
photo print, 2 Images, 17”x23” 
 
War Crimes at Home and Abroad   
photo print, 2 Images 23”x17” 
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Images Against War    
in SOS Art
In February 2003, just before 

the US invasion of Iraq, Tina 

Schelhorn, founder and director 

of Galerie Lichtblick, a small, not-

for-profit photography gallery in 

Cologne, Germany, launched www.

ImagesAgainstWar.com, inviting 

photographers to submit "visual 

statements" against war. Quickly 

it evolved into an exhibition and 

public projection which now has 

been presented throughout Europe, 

with web contributions from 660 

photographers in 42 countries on 5 

continents. With each presentation, 

the exhibition and web site grow, 

absorbing contributions from region-

al photographers.

William Messer (wfm@fuse.net), 

an internationally exhibited, pub-

lished and collected photogra-

pher, brought in September, 2006, 

ImagesAgainstWar to Cincinnati 

(Junior Gallery) and helped install 

it at Chicago's Peace Museum. 

William also orchestrated its selec-

tive display as part of SOS Art to 

which  Greater Cincinnati artists 

added their images among them: 

Berta Lambert, Michelle Goldman, 

Mark Shafer, Jane A Stevens, Fred 

Tarr, Ron Thomas.

William Messer, coordina-
tor for IAW part of SOS 
Art , standing in front of an 
image part of the display

Display of IAW interna-
tional, part of SOS Art

Display of IAW local, part 
of SOS Art

Ron Thomas:  The 
Healing Wall in 
Jacksonville, 1988                    
56  3.5”x5” color photo-
graphic prints, 10”x120”

Michelle Goldman: Mit 
Hel 1-3 
3  color photographs,  
each 11”x17”

Jane A Stevens: Untitled       Berta Lambert: Signs           Fred Tarr: Peace 
3 b&w photographs                 of Protest, 1, 2, 3                      2 color photographs, each 8"x10"

                                                              color photographs, 26”x10”
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Children SOS ART

Starting in 2005, schools have been invited to participate in SOS ART in order to create a chil-
dren's component to the event and add children's perspectives and voices on peace and jus-
tice. Art teachers willing to participate in the project are asked to engage their school children 
during the year to think about issues of peace and justice and to help them provide their own 
visual statements. Private and public schools of various socio-economic backgrounds and 
children of all grades are included. In addition to adding children's voices to the event, children 
SOS ART presents an opportunity to schools, school children and their parents to view the 
entire show, participate in the 2 weeks event and contribute to the ongoing dialogue on peace 
and justice.

In 2007, 4 schools, 3 afterschool programs (Cincinnati Recreation Centers) and one children 
camp (the Peace camp} participated. Below are succinct information provided by the respec-
tive art teachers about the activity and its outcome, as well as selected pictures of the art pro-
duced and exhibited during SOS ART.

Bond Hill Recreation Center

Under the leadership of Sara Rob-
ers, K-6 graders in the After-School 
Day Camp at Bond Hill Recreation 
Center created a mixed media work 
by combining a painting of a peace 
flag with masks of many different 
colors. By doing so their hope was 
to encourage different people to get 
along more peacefully. 
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Nativity School, Pleasant 
Ridge

Under the guidance of art teacher 
Mindy Berger 7th graders at Nativ-
ity School created 3 large paintings 
of contemporary saints/role mod-
els who worked for social justice: 
Dorothy Day, Archbishop Romero, 
Stephen Biko. Then, they identified 
personal qualities/people who might 
help them on their journey towards 
adulthood and drew their images 
onto shrink film which became “Mila-
gros”, pinned to the bottom of the 
paintings. 
Nativity School students also spent 
one week with students from Germa-
ny, Hungary, Russia and the Nether-
lands, part of the Friendship Project 
and explored the themes of peace 
and friendship through the arts. 
They produced a mural painting, a 
sculpture and a quilt, and performed 
music and dance. 

Center for Peace Education    

“Peace Campers” Participants in 
the 2004 Peace Camp at Peaselee 
Neighborhood Community Center 
ranging in age from 6-12 years 
old and coming from all over the 
Greater Cincinnati, predominantly 
from Over-the-Rhine, worked coop-
eratively on a 3-D art project to help 
others understand what they had 
discovered about peace during their 
week at Peace Camp. 
Thanks to this activity they gained 
first-hand experience in coopera-
tion, appreciation of differences and 
communication. 



55

North Avondale Recreation 
Center

K to 6 graders from North Avondale 
Recreation Center's After-School 
Day Camp created laundry lines 
of t-shirts and tank tops for peace.  
The idea grew from R.I.P. (Rest in 
Peace) shirts worn for young people 
taken in gun violence and accidents. 
Designing their own t-shirts also 
appealed to the students, clothing 
being one way they express them-
selves daily. Community Center 
Director and art teacher Lauri 
Aultman encouraged the students 
to either vent something about soci-
ety that bothered them or to focus 
on peaceful images. The resulting 
artwork colorfully celebrated the 
positive outlook of children, voices 
of peace in the future. The children 
enjoyed being part of a large exhibi-
tion and having their artwork hang-
ing next to other creative voices of 
the Cincinnati community.

P.A.C.E. High School  

P.A.C.E. High School, a charter 
school in Bond Hill, serves primarily 
at risk students who work through 
high school at their own speed, 
thus given a chance to catch up if 
they’ve fallen behind and graduate. 
The art pieces included in SOS Art 
were created by students ages 15 
to 21 years, completed under the 
direction of artist and art educator, 
Matt Reed. After studying the work 
of Keith Haring, an artist known 
for using simple cartoons to com-
municate with the viewer, students 
were asked to draw something with 
a positive message or to address 
a social issue with their art. They 
used white on black to emulate 
Haring’s subway drawings. The 
project gave the students a better 
understanding of how art can be 
used as a vehicle for personal or 
political expression.
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Roger Bacon High School 

Under the guidance of art instructor 
Matt Hornung, students grades 9-12 
discussed and read the news about 
the growing number of homicides in 
the Cincinnati area and got inspired 
to produce art for change. Each stu-
dent completed a 12”x12” painting 
on masonite, a selection of which 
was exhibited at the SOS show. 
Moved by the loss of young lives in 
the war in Iraq, senior art student 
Jane Mitchell put together printouts 
of the names of soldiers killed and 
allowed other students to comment 
on the issue by writing their feelings 
directly on the composite piece. 
Comments created a dialogue in the 
school about the costs and benefits 
of the war.   

Pleasant Ridge Recreation 
Center

Community Center Directors Tom 
Reese and Joslyn Stephens worked 
with After-School Day Camp (ASDC) 
students ages 6-12 from Nativity 
School. The students were asked 
to respond to current events from 
the news; many had already par-
ticipated in a “honk if you support” 
to end the violence in Darfur and 
other injustices in the world. As a 
result, they created Jackson Pol-
lack-inspired paintings, dedicated to 
the people of Darfur and a collage, 
‘Imagine’, inspired by the music of 
John Lennon.  
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Woodford Paideia Critical 
Thinking Academy

Fifth graders at Woodford Paideia 
Critical Thinking Academy cre-
ated mixed media pieces based on 
the work of Frida Kahlo.   With art 
teacher Karen Ater-Linser, students 
learned about the life of Kahlo, her 
work, loves, hopes and passions. 
Together they learned how, through 
creating works of art, Frida could re-
lieve pain and find peace. Students 
drew themselves but filled the shape 
of their bodies with small drawings 
of things they love. The background 
space was composed of cut-out 
magazine images of things also 
important to them.
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